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King Eider mate on Hamilton Harbour at LaSalle Marina on 1 April 201 4. This stunning male was one of the highlights of the spring 
hireling season. What a beauty , and a stunning photograph by Ken Newcombe. Please see Noteworthy Bird Records on page 32. 
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Editors Note. 

As the Wood Duck editor, it is frequently difficult to put everything into an issue that you intend to. You want to 
include as much as you can, especially when someone has gone to the trouble of writing something and submitting it for 
publication. Unfortunately, I had to leave out a couple of articles that I wanted to publish. There is only so much room. 
Of course it is better to have too much material than too little, but it is not a good feeling to have to omit someone’s work. 
As it was, I was hoping to put a lot more photos in this issue but there was just too much text that needed to be included. 
You can only “squeeze” the text so much. As you know, the Noteworthy Bird Records are now being published quarterly, 
about half as frequently as before. This will make for a much larger NBR, but I think it is a great idea to group the NBR 
into seasons. In this issue, Rob Dobos has produced an incredibly detailed summary of the “spring” birds this year. The 
highlight, at least for photographers, was the male King Eider at LaSalle Park on 1-2 April. Perhaps I have overdone the 
photos of this bird with the three that I have included. However, it is such a wonderful bird, and I hope you enjoy the 
photos. Also in this issue, Louise Unitt has written two HNC General Meeting summaries in her typical thorough style. 
Her first article nicely summarizes Dr. Sandy Smith’s April talk about how nature often manages invasive species. The 
second article summarizes the May meeting about the breeding Bald Eagles at Cootes Paradise. Christine Bishop has 
written another book review, this time on a fictional novel set in the future, about the Monarch. I have included two 
short articles in the “Good News” category which I hope many of you will find interesting. This month’s Member Profile 
is on long-time HNC member Kathleen Gardiner, and Mara McHaffie has submitted a lively account about the Westdale 
TreesCount program in 2014. Cheryl Edgecombe has written a beautiful tribute to the late Tom Crooks who passed away 
last May. Tom was a very active Club member and he was a true gentlemen. He will be missed by all who knew him. 
Lastly, there is a summary of the 2014 Hamilton Butterfly Count. It was a good count and ironic that the highlight of 
the butterfly count was a dragonfly! (see Wood Duck Vol 68, page 8). This month, the photo the Wood Duck on the front 
cover is by Joanne Redwood. This Wood Duck was photographed at the Desjardins Canal in Dundas on 4 March 2013. 



Report on the Monthly Meeting of April 2014 


Using Nature to Manage Invasive Species 

by Louise Unitt 


T he speaker at the HNC’s April 14 general meeting 
was entomologist Dr. Sandy M. Smith, a professor 
in the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Forestry. Her 
research addresses the ecology and biological management 
of invasive species, so as to better understand invasion 
processes in forest systems. Dr. Smith holds a BSc in 
agriculture and an MSc from the University of Guelph, as 
well as a PhD from the University of Toronto. A published 
author and editor, Dr. Smith actively participates in a 
number of professional organizations and invasive species 
control panels at international, national and provincial 
levels. Dr. Smith’s purpose for the evening was to discuss 
the impacts of invasive insects, plants and diseases, the 
factors that contribute to their success, and the measures 
that are being taken to combat them. 

Human activities and management practices have played 
a significant role in unbalancing our ecosystems, thereby 
contributing to the problem of invasive species. For 



example, our emphasis on 
single species plantations 
has resulted in ecological 
vulnerability, the danger 
of which was revealed by 
the Dutch Elm Disease 
pandemic. Afterwards, many 

of the lost elms were replaced p r Sandy Smith. From the University 
with ash species. In Toronto, of Toronto website. 

one tree in ten is now an ash, while in Ottawa it’s one in four! 
As we know, ashes are currently under siege from the Emerald 
Ash Borer, an Asian beetle that arrived in Ontario in 2002. 

Globalization is another major factor in bringing invasive 
species to our shores. Almost every ecosystem in the world 
now contains non-native flora and fauna. They dominate 
agricultural crop and animal systems, the pet trade, plant 
nurseries, and the gardening and landscape industries. 
North America has more than 388 exotic forest insects and 
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diseases. (For the purposes of this discussion, Dr. Smith 
used the terms exotic, alien, introduced and non-native 
interchangeably). Many beetle species that have found a 
new home here were shipped over in ballast or crates. While 



Emerald Ash Borer from University of Toronto website. 


native ashes and maples can be found in most cities, native 
species make up less than half of the urban tree population. 
Roughly 60% of Toronto’s street trees are non-native, 30% 
are native, and 10% remain unidentified. 

Warming temperatures, extremes of drought and flooding, 
and the increasingly frequent storm events that accompany 
climate change, also lead to unbalanced ecosystems that are 
susceptible to damage from invasive species. The changes 
that invasive alien species bring about in an ecosystem 
increase the challenges faced by endangered species. 
Invasive species adversely affect the survival of “Red List” 
amphibian species more than all of the following impacts 
combined: hunting and trapping, climate change and severe 
weather, agricultural and aquaculture pollution, and logging. 

Ideally, preventive measures taken by Agriculture Canada’s 
CFIA (Canadian Food Inspection Agency) are sufficient 
to head off the arrival of an invasive species. This may be 
achieved by means of legislation. Even in the case of an 
invasive species that has already been detected, eradication 
can be fairly simple if the invasion is met with a prompt 
response. Typically, this involves the destruction of infested 
material, accompanied by regulation requiring permits for 
the movement and import of firewood. Moving firewood is 
a prime means by which beetle infestations are spread. 

By the time an infestation comes to the public’s attention, 
an invasion is usually deeply entrenched. Eradication then 
demands intense effort, often entailing drastic measures. 
The CFIA is legally responsible for implementing IPPC 
(International Plant Protection Convention) measures, 
which are in effect in 106 countries. The Agency responds 
to an invasion by issuing a Ministerial Order for quarantine 
and eradication. Such an order was issued in October 2000 
(and revised in 2007 and 2013) in an attempt to prevent 
the spread of the Brown Spruce Longhorn Beetle, which 
arrived in Halifax Harbour in 1999. The order restricts 
movement of spruce logs and firewood, in an attempt to 


prevent the beetle’s spread to uninfested areas. 

The Asian Long-homed Beetle, an invasive insect that feeds 
on maples, first appeared 
in Toronto in 2003. A 
controversial eradication 
strategy was employed 
against the pest, which 
is one of the 226 
species on the CFIA’s 
Blacklist. A Ministerial Brown Spruce Longhorn Beetle from 
Order established a 1.6 Government of Canada website. 

kilometre cut zone in a highly industrialized area of Toronto 
and Vaughan. The sizable area, comprising both public and 
private land, was designated as a regulated area, from which 
the unauthorized removal of certain hardwood trees and 
firewood was prohibited. On April 5, 2013, the Asian Long- 
homed Beetle was officially declared eradicated from Canada 
(however see note below). Nonetheless, the pest remains a 
problem in parts of the United States. Eradication of invasive 
species is a serious and costly step that is disruptive to the 
economy. The larger the infested area, the higher the control 
costs. It is estimated that this beetle’s eradication from North 



Asian Long-horned Beetle ; image from the "web". 


America will potentially cost $600 billion US! This figure takes 
into account the negative impact on domestic wood movement 
and the costs of increased surveying, management and control. 

Biological control is a far less intensive process than 
eradication and considerably less expensive. The failure of 
conventional eradication strategies to adequately deal with 
most invaders has deepened Dr. Smith’s commitment to 
biocontrol research, her original field of interest. Biocontrol 
is based on the efficacy of natural enemies as buffers against 
invasion. It works within natural ecosystem processes, 
introducing both native and exotic species that will impede 
the success of invaders and slow their rate of spread. 

Tree canopies and decaying wood in our temperate forests are 
home to species that hold potential as natural enemies against 
exotic species. Much work remains to be done, as some of 
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these enemies have not yet been described. Urban forest 
canopies also contain a rich community of natural enemies. 

Year after year, new native natural enemies are being 
discovered and established on the Exotic Pine Shoot Beetle. 
Introduced in Ontario and the USA in 1996, it attacks Scots 
Pine. Three of its natural enemies were identified in 1997, 
ten in 1998, one in 1999, two in 2000 and four in 2002. 
Another example of biocontrol that involves augmenting 
native natural enemies is the use of certain wasps to combat 
native Spruce Budworm. 

Exotic and native fungi are also being studied for their 
potential value as natural enemies against such invasives 
as the European Sirex Woodwasp, another insect that poses 
a major threat to pines. The globally regulated pest was 
discovered in New York in 2004 and has since become 
established in the United States and Canada. Researchers 
are also investigating the potential of native and exotic 
nematode worms to parasitize this wasp. 

Native and exotic parasites are being recruited to fill the 
gap in native natural enemies against invasives that have 
established themselves on this continent. Some have been 
introduced in the USA for release as biocontrol agents 
against the Emerald Ash Borer. Egg and larval parasites 
are being sought in their countries of origin: mainly Japan, 
Korea and China. Several species native to China are being 
investigated for their potential use against the Asian Long- 
Homed Beetle. Some species of beetle that were originally 
birch, poplar and oak borers have been observed forming 
new associations with ashes, where these beetles are now 
feeding on the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Native natural enemies have been found on a dozen native 
and exotic forest moths, e.g., the exotic Gypsy Moth and 
the native Forest Tent Caterpillar. Although Gypsy Moth 
continues to spread, particularly on oaks, the moth’s natural 
enemies are managing to slow its spread. Gypsy Moths 
were intentionally introduced in Massachusetts in 1869 for 
the purpose of starting a silk industry. Although its presence 
can alter the composition of an ecosystem, Gypsy Moth 
is unregulated by the CFIA, which has regarded it as an 
endemic for the past ten years or so. 

The distinction between alien and native species is of 
less concern to Dr. Smith than their effects. Her focus is 
“much more on the functions of species, and much less on 
where they originated.” Take, for example, the invasive 
Dog-strangling Vine. Herbivorous insects native to Europe 
are being studied for their potential as agents against Dog- 
Strangling Vine. Among these are Abrostola, a leaf feeder; 
Euphrantra, a seed feeder; and Eumolpus, a leaf and root 


feeder. Herbivores native to North America have also been 
studied for use against Dog-Strangling Vine. Earlier this 
year, the CFIA approved the release in Canada of Hypena, 
a moth genus whose members feed exclusively on the 
leaves of Dog-Strangling Vine. A student of Dr. Smith’s is 
studying herbivores that feed on its close relatives dogbane 
and milkweed, in order to test their efficacy against Dog- 
Strangling Vine. 

Classical Biological Control (the pest control strategy 
that involves importation) has a Best Practices Code that 
lists criteria for selecting agents. These include efficacy 
and safety, host specificity, follow-up monitoring of non¬ 
target impacts, and community interactions. Adherence 
to these guidelines is critical in order to prevent harmful 
consequences from misguided introductions. Studies 
conducted in France by the USD A and in Switzerland by 
an NGO were abandoned when it was found that the caged 
beetles being investigated as potential natural enemies of 
invasives were consuming native milkweed. 

Dr. Smith believes that our best weapon against invasion is 
to understand and emulate nature. This means working with 
ecological processes to promote and sustain biodiversity, 
conserving native forest communities and natural enemies 
of invasives. Biodiversity is the foundation of a resilient 
ecosystem that is able to resist invasion. For management 
planning to be effective, it is necessary to know what we 
have, hence the importance of taking inventories. 

Strategies to enhance ecological resilience in forests include 
planting multiple seed stocks in order to maintain genetic 
diversity, protecting old trees and woodlots, retaining 
connectivity, minimizing disturbance, and controlling 
exotic species. 

Dr. Smith’s topic could not be any more relevant than it is 
today, when we watch in dismay as invasive insects ravage 
our trees. Her compelling presentation left the audience 
with an appreciation of the complex relationships that come 
into play when dealing with invasive species. 7|f 


Update on the Asian Long-Horned Beetle 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) issued a Ministerial 
Order on December 3,2013, which identified a new Asian Long-horned 
Beetle (ALHB) infestation and Regulated Area located in Mississauga 
and Toronto. This new infestation comes after a previous ALHB 
infestation located in Toronto and Vaughan, had been successfully 
eradicated after ten years of intensive survey and the removal of 
roughly 28,000 trees. After preliminary analysis of the age, extent and 
location of the new detections, it is suspected that this new infestation 
is un-related to the previous one. 
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Tom Crooks with Cheryl Edgecombe, Wolfgang Luft (right) and Dave Don (far right) at 
Grimsby Sewage Lagoons after finding two Glossy ibis on 30 August 2002 - photo by 

Gerard McNaughton. 


In Memoriam: Tom Crooks 

by Cheryl Edgecombe 

I t is with extreme fondness that I remember my 
dear friend Thomas Crooks, aka Tom, Crooksie 
and TAC, who passed away after a short illness on 
May 17, 2014 at the age of 78. I first met Tom at 
the first HNC hike I attended, which was led by Bob 
Curry in September 2000. Tom was one of the first 
to arrive on site and immediately realized that I was a 
“newcomer” to the group, welcomed me to the Club, 
and offered for me to carpool with him for the trip. 

I was delighted that I was so welcomed at the event 
and knew that there would be more events to come 
based on his generosity. 

As I came to know Tom, I also became friends with 
Dave Don, who was Tom Crooks birding buddy and 
they were often seen out together chasing rarities. 

I soon began to join them on their birding adventures 
with my first recollection of chasing a Great Gray Owl up on 
Butter and Egg Road in Muskoka. 

Toms love of nature and birds began long before he joined the 
Club as his son Bill shared his passion for nature and often took 
him along on his hikes. Tom would concentrate on birds while 
Bill would be eyeing the herps. 

Tom was an avid participant in the HNC. During his years in 
the Club, Tom served on the HNC Board as Social Director and 
Program Director from 1998-2001. He also served on the Sanctuary 
Committee, the Bird Studies Group in various roles from chairing 
the meetings to BSG Treasurer, participated in the Hamilton Fall 
Bird Count, the Hamilton Christmas Bird Count, the Ontario 
Breeding Bird Atlas 2, and the Mid-Winter Waterfowl Count. 

Wherever he went with the Club and whatever role he played in 
the Club, Tom always made sure that people felt welcome and 
encouraged them to participate without being forceful about it. 
Tom was a stalwart of the HNC group campers at Point Pelee 
for several years. He was always asking people to be part of the 
group, offering up his pickled eggs, sardines and other items of 
the generous amounts of food that he brought and yes, he loved 
his wine. Many birds were celebrated in the evenings over a camp 
fire with Toms home-made wine. 

There are so many memories I have of birding moments with Tom, 
with highlights being finding a Curlew Sandpiper at the Smithville 
Lagoons in May 2002 when Dave Don fell into a cow pattie trying 
to go back to the car to get the guide. Our visit to a barn in Ancaster 
to see a Barn Owl generated this response from him: “Oh my”. 
Many, including myself, would have had stronger words. 

When he moved to Arthur to live with his niece, he continued to 
be involved with the Club but also took his love of nature to a new 
level at his new locale. He built bluebird boxes and made a trail 
through the woodlot that backed onto the property. For each of 
his grandchildren he planted a tree in their honour. He worked 


hard at his garden to make it bird and butterfly friendly. 

Tom was the definition of a true gentleman. Well spoken and 
often using words that you may have to look up in a dictionary or 
google, he was always the conversationalist. 

Perhaps the greatest thing that I will remember him for is telling 
me that getting up in front of people is easy. He encouraged me 
to participate in the Bird Studies Group more and more each year 
and eventually I worked up the nerve to chair the meetings. This 
wouldn’t have happened if it hadn’t been for Tom (some people 
may regret it!). 

At his memorial service, each of his grandchildren got up to share 
a memory of him and most were related to nature. As they each 
said their memory, the sound of the Wood Thrush was playing 
in the background. His urn was a beautiful wooden box with 
the carving of a loon on it. Quite fitting for a man who lived and 
breathed nature. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club needs more spokespersons like Tom. 
I would not have the friendships that I have today if it weren’t for his 
generosity and kindness. I speak on behalf of his many friends who 
celebrate his life. “A message please”, we miss you Crooksie. V 

Next Bird Study Group Meeting 

20 October (Monday) 7:30 p.m. 

Burlington Seniors' Centre , 2285 New StBurlington 

This month , Ontario's important Bird Areas Program with 
Mike Burrell. The important Bird Areas Program is a global 
initiative to identify, monitor, and conserve the world's 
most important sites for birds and biodiversity. Nearly 
\ 600 Canadian sites have been designated. /BAs are found 
throughout the country. Ontario's 70 IBAs cover more than 
23,000 km 2 . Find out more about these amazing sites and 
learn how you can help make a difference. Come at 7:00 for 
coffee and conversation. 
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Noteworthy Bird Records - March - May 2014 

by Rob Dobos 


Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2014 to May 31: 248. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton 
Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, 
all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. Note that the species order follows the most recent American 
Ornithologists Union checklist and supplements. 


Observers: Cathy Badger (CBa), Paul Baldassi (PBa), Kim Barrett (KBa), Gerten Basom (GBs), Michael Beuth (MBe), Duane Brown (DBr), George 
Bryant (GBy), Fran Bullock (FB), Wayne Bullock (WB), Giovanni Campanelli (GCa), Lorenzo Campanelli (LCa), Jerry Chappie (JCh), Nina Chappie 
(NCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Shena Chisholm (SCh), Helen Colvin (HCo), Barry Coombs (BCo), Robert Curry (RC), Sandy 
Darling (SD), Rob Dobos (RD), Andrew Don (AD), Dave R. Don (DD), Lauren Dukas (LDu), Chris Dunn (CDu), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin 
Edmondstone (GE), Sue Edwards (SE), Mark Field (MFi), David Flook (DF), Tom Ford (TF), Janet Forjan (JFo), Lev Frid (LFr), Brett Fried (BF), Don 
Graham (DGr), Jeremy Hatt (JHt), Erika Hentsch (EHe), Jim Heslop (JH), Pat Hogge (PHo), Brandon Holden (BH), Ellen Horak (EHo), Kyle Horner 
(KHr), Jackson Hudecki (JHu), Mourad Jabra (MJa), Mark Jennings (MJ), Adam Kristoferson (AKr), Gordo Laidlaw (GLw), Bill Lamond (BL), Joyce 
Lechasseur (JLs), Ina Legzdins (IL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Laurie Mackenzie (LM), 
Len Manning (LMa), Reuven Martin (RMa), Arlene McCaw (AMC), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Tom Miller (TMi), Matt Mills (MM), Brian Mishell (BMi), 
Mike Moffat (MMo), Rod Murray (RMu), Ryk Naves (RNv), George Naylor (GN), Ken Newcombe (KN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Ben 
Oldfield (BO), Steve Paiero (SPa), Richard Poort (RPo), Rob Porter (RPr), George Prieksaitis (GPr), David Pryor (DPr), Bill Read (BR), Joanne Redwood 
(JRe), Garth Riley (GRi), Jon Ruddy (JRu), Caleb Scholtens (CSc), Peter Scholtens (PSc), Elaine Serena (ES), George Sims (GSi), Joan Sims (JSi), Janet 
Sippel (JSp), Glenda Slessor (GS), Paul Smith (PS), Dave Smitley (DSm), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp (RS), Chris Street (CS), Lisa Teskey (LTe), Peter 
Thoem (PT), Tom Thomas (TT), Marian Thorpe (MT), Nick Torenvliet (NTo), David Trumbell (DTr), Anti Tuomala (ATu), Ron Valentine (RV), Herman 
van Barneveld (HvB), Liz Vanderwoude (LVa), Mike Veltri (MV), Phil Waggett (PWg), Jim Watt (JWa), Chip Weseloh (CWe), Angie Williams (AWi), Ken 
Williams (KWi), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA-Hamilton Study Area 
SM -singing male 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages, etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
ba. -basic 
alt. -alternate 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1 st yr.-first year 


County/Region/City: 
Brant [BR] 

Haldimand [HD] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton [HM] 
Niagara [A/O] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [1/1/7] 


Snow Goose#: Two blue morph over 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail [HM] Mar 19 
(LMa); birds at Rock Chapel Golf Course [HM]: 2 -Mar 24 (CDu), 4 -Mar 
25 (PWg,JCh,NCh; m.obs.), 2 -Mar 26-27 (m.obs.), 1 -Mar 30 (BCh); two at 
Dundas Hydro Pond [HM] Mar 26 (RPr); one at Derry Rd & Trafalgar Rd [HL] 
Mar 29 (DPr); one at Windermere Basin [HM] Mar 31-Apr 2L (BCh; LMa JRe). 
Ross's Goose#: One imm. at Rock Chapel Golf Course Mar 24*-26 (CDu; 
m.obs.), and later at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 27 (RD); one ad. at Fairchild 
Creek S of Cone 5 [HM] Apr 13 (RD); one ad. at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 [HM] 
May 2 L (EHo) provided the latest spring date for the HSA. 

Cackling Goose#: Four off Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby [NG] Mar 21 F (KM); two 
at Mud St & Upper Centennial Parkway [HM] Mar 22 (LMa,RPo), and four there 
Mar 29-30 (RPo et al); three at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HM] Mar 23 (RD), 
and five there Mar 26 (JLi); two off Bronte Bluffs Park [HL] Mar 24 and one there 
Mar 27 (MJ); nine at Rock Chapel Golf Course Mar 25 (BF,EHe); two at Green Mt 
Rd W of 6 th Rd E [HM] Mar 28 (LMa,JRe), and three there Mar 29 (KM); three at 
5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar 30 (RD et al); five on Hamilton Harbour off 
LaSalle Marina [HM] Mar 31 (ES et al); two off Green Rd [HM] Apr 12 L (BH). 
Trumpeter Swan: Five at 8 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd [HM] Mar 30 (RD et al). 
Tundra Swan: Birds past Beamer C.A. [NG]: 13 -Mar 11 *, 75 -Mar 16, 97 -Apr 1, 
80 -Apr 3 (NPH); 30 over Valley Inn [HL] (KN) and 36 over 10 th Rd E & Dofasco 
Trail [HM] (LMa) Mar 19; birds on Mar 29: 50 -LaSalle Marina (RD et al), 45 - 
Bronte Harbour [HL] (RD et al)> 20 -Blyth Cres, Oakville [HL] (JWa), 63 -Green 
Mt Rd W of 6 th Rd E (KM), 60 -Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd [HM] (GBs); 26 over 
10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 30 (RD et al); 41 over Dundas [HM] Apr 2 (RPr); 
120 over Hamilton Harbour Apr 3 (RD); 10 past Frances Ave & Green Rd [HM] 
Apr 10 and 15 there Apr 12 (BH); 34 past Woodland Cemetery [HM] Apr 12 (RD et 
al); 10 off LaSalle Marina Apr 14 (JRe); one ad. near Cayuga [HD] May 22 L (BH). 
Wood Duck: Four past Beamer C.A. Mar 18 (NPH); eight past Frances Ave & 
Green Rd Apr 10 (BH). 

Gadwall: Six at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd Mar 30 (RD et al); 16 off Woodland 
Cemetery Apr 12 (RD et al). 

American Wigeon: Four at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 14-22 (JRe; m.obs.); 13 
at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 27 (RD); 10 at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd Mar 30 (RD 


et al); 100 at Green Mt Rd E of 6 th Rd E Apr 6 (RD); 10 at Ridge Rd E of 8 th Rd E 
[HM] Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] May 18 (PSc et al). 
Blue-winged Teal: One m. at Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] Mar 11 * (BC et al); one 
m. + one f. off LaSalle Marina Mar 29-30 (RD et al); five m. + one f. at Middletown 
Rd S of Cone 4 [HM] Apr 13 (RD); three at Windermere Basin Apr 15 (RD); three 
at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] Apr 21 (RD,CE); two at Edgelake Park [HM] May 12 
(RD,DD); one m. at Port Credit Harbour [PL] May 25 (RD et al). 

Northern Shoveler: 50 at Windermere Basin Apr 1 (RD,CE); nine at Great 
Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond [HL] Apr 11 (PBa); 40 at Grimsby 
Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (KM,TF). 

Northern Pintail: Four off LaSalle Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); 20 at Green Mt 
Rd W of 6 th Rd E Mar 29 and 400 there Apr 5 (KM); 200 at Green Mt Rd E of 
6 th Rd E Apr 6 (RD); six past Beamer C.A. Apr 1 (NPH); five at Cootes Paradise 
[HM] Apr 19 (RD,MM). 

Green-winged Teal: Four at Middletown Rd N of Cone 5 [HM] and five at 
Cone 8 W of Kirkwall [HM] Apr 13 (RD); 30 at Ridge Rd E of 8 th Rd E and 28 at 
Tapleytown Rd S of Powerline Rd [HM] Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); 27 at 8 th Line N of 
Britannia Rd [HL] Apr 24 (RD). 

Canvasback: Three f. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 16 (JRe; m.obs.); 15 off 
LaSalle Marina Mar 29 (RD et al). 

Canvasback x Redhead hybrid#: One m. at Bronte Harbour Mar 18-21 (MJ; m.obs.). 
Redhead: Three m. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 8 (RD); 50 off LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); three at Windermere Basin May 23 (RD). 
Ring-necked Duck: Three at Bronte Harbour Mar 20 F (MJ); 25 off LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); 54 at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond 
Apr 11 (PBa); 30 at Green Mt Rd Quarry Pond [HM] Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); 10 at 
Cootes Paradise [HM] and 12 at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] Apr 19 (RD,MM). 
Greater Scaup: One m. at Windermere Basin and one m. on Harbour off CCIW 
[HM] May 23 (RD). 

Lesser Scaup: Seven at Windermere Basin May 23 (RD). 

King Eider#: Birds at Bronte Harbour: 1 1 st yr. m. + 2f. -Mar 1-2 (GE,SE; m.obs.), 
2 1 st yr. m. + 3f. -Mar 3-8 (MJa; m.obs.), 3 1 st yr. m. + 2f. -Mar 27 (MJ), 2 1 st yr. m. 
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+ 3f. -Mar 29 (RD etal), 1 1 st yr. m. + 3f. -Apr 4 (MJ), 1 1 st yr. m. + If. -Apr 6 (GE); 
two 1 st yr. m. off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Mar 9 (CE); two f. off Millen Rd [HM] 
Mar 10 (LMaJRe); birds off Green Rd [HM]: limm. m. -Mar 11,3 -Apr 10,2imm. 
m. + 4f. -Apr 12 (BH); one ad. m. off LaSalle Marina Apr 1-2 (DTr; m.obs.); one f. 
at Burlington Ship Canal [HM/HL] Apr 2 (WB); one 1 st yr. m. off Fifty Point C.A. 
Apr 6 (KM); two f. at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Apr 13 L (GBy,JH,RS). 



Two views of the mole King Eider on 1 April 2014 ot LaSalle Marina - top 


photo Barry Cherriere, bottom photo Joanne Redwood. 

Harlequin Duck#: One m. + one f. off Gairloch Gardens, Oakville [HL] Mar 
9-10L (MJa; m.obs.). 

Surf Scoter: 300 off Green Rd Apr 21 (KM); 10 off Confederation Park [HM] 
May 24 (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: 90 off L.P. Sayers Park [HM] May 24 (KM). 

Black Scoter: Five m. + two f. off Green Rd Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); four m. + three 
f. off Millen Rd Apr 21 (KM); two m. + two f. off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 27 (KM). 
Long-tailed Duck: Two on Harbour off CCIW May 23 (RD); 120 off L.P. Sayers 
Park May 24 (KM). 

Bufflehead: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 18 (PSc et al). 

Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser hybrid#: One m. at Pier 4 Park, 
Hamilton Harbour [HM] Apr 9 (KM). 



Hybrid male Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser at Pier 4 Park, 9 


April 2014 - photo Kevin McLaughlin. 

Hooded Merganser: 10 at Cone 11 E of Centre Rd [HM] Apr 4 (HCo); 21 at 


Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Stormwater Pond Apr 5 (MM); one m. + one f. at 
Onondaga Farms Pond [BR] Apr 13 (RD); one m. + one f. at Safari Rd Wetland 
[HM] Apr 20 (RD). 

Common Merganser: 45 at Valens C.A. [HM] Apr 13 (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: One m. at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford 
[BR] Mar 8 (BL) 

Ruddy Duck: 35 at Windermere Basin Apr 1 (RD,CE), and one m. + one f. 
there May 23 (RD); 105 at Cootes Paradise Apr 19 (RD,MM); one at Grimsby 
Sewage Ponds May 18 (PSc et al.). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. + one f. at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 
1-May 4 (LMa; m.obs.). 

Ruffed Grouse#: One at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 [HM] Mar 2-29 (PS). 

Wild Turkey: Up to 17 at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Mar 1-29 (PS); 16 at Hwy 
403 E of Garden Ave [BR] Mar 12 (DD); 15 at Fifty Rd below Escarpment [HM] 
Mar 30 (RD et al); one at LaSalle Park [HM] Apr 7 (LMaJRe). 

Red-throated Loon#: One at Burlington Ship Canal Mar 8F-9 (BCh), and two 
there Mar 10 (BO); two off Fifty Rd [HM] Apr 13 (KM); two off Green Rd Apr 18 
(RD,CE,DD), and one there May 25 (BH); one off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 27 (KM); 
four off Grays Rd May 2 (LMaJRe), and five there May 3 (RPo); one off Suncor 
Pier [HL] /Bronte Harbour Apr 26-May 3 (PT; m.obs.); three off Confederation 
Park May 10 (LMa), and two 1 st alt. there May 24 (KM). 

Common Loon: One past Beamer C.A. Mar 11 F (NPH); one ad. off LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); one at Dufferin Quarry, Milton [HL] Apr 23 and a terr. 
pair there May 1-31 (GLw); eight off Bronte Harbour Apr IT (GE); four off Burloak 
Waterfront Park [HL] May 18 (RD,CE,BC); three off Grays Rd May 24 (KM); two 
off Port Credit Harbour May 25 (RD et al); one past CCIW May 27 (RD). 
Pied-billed Grebe: One off L.P. Sayers Park Mar 20 * (KM); one at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas Mar 23 (RD), and four there Apr 15 (RD); one off LaSalle 
Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); two off Bronte Bluffs Park Apr 6 (RD,CE); one at 
Windermere Basin Apr 7-15 (LMa; RD); one at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 13 
(JRe); two at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 13 and three there Apr 19 (KM); two at Green 
Mt Rd Quarry Pond Apr 18-21 (RD,CE,DD); one terr. pair at Millgrove Loam 
Pits Apr 19 (RD,MM); one terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 8-19 (PT). 

Horned Grebe: Two off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Mar 10 (CE); birds off LaSalle 
Marina: 3 -Mar 29 (RD et al ), 6 -Apr 14 (RD), 8 -Apr 23 (RD); one at Desjardins 
Canal, Dundas Apr 3 (LDu); 10 off Bronte Harbour Apr 6 (GE); two at Windermere 
Basin Apr 7 (LMa); 14 off Woodland Cemetery Apr 12 (RD et al); six off Van 
Wagners Beach [HM] and seven off Green Rd Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); 19 off Burloak 
Waterfront Park Apr 21 (RD,CE); 15 off Bronte Cemetery [HL] Apr 27 (RD,DD). 
Red-necked Grebe: One at Burlington Ship Canal Mar 5 (KM), and three there 
Mar 7 (LMa); one at Grand River at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 8 (BL); five off 
LaSalle Marina and seven at Bronte Harbour Mar 29 (RD et al); 120 off Bronte 
Apr 6 (RD,CE); a nesting pair at Burloak Waterfront Park Apr 6-May 31 (RD,CE; 
m.obs.), and 223 there Apr 21 (RD,CE); 755 off Arkendo Park, Oakville [HL] 
Apr 11 (JWa); 14 off Green Rd Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD); a pair nesting at Bronte 
Harbour May 11-on had five eggs on May 24 (GE; m.obs.). 

American White Pelican#: One at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 13*-16 (MFiJRu; 
m.obs.); one at W End of Harbour [HM] May 10-12 (MMo; NTo; RD,DD) and 
also at Cootes Paradise May 11-12 (MBe; JHu). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Two ad. past CCIW Mar 14 F (RD); one “white- 
crested” (western) ad. at Windermere Basin May 23 (RD). 

American Bittern#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 10*-May 19 (JFo; 
m.obs.); one terr. at Slote Rd & Mineral Springs Rd Wetland [HM] Apr 26 (DD); 
one at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] May 9 (PT). 

Least Bittern#: Two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 30 * (RD,CE). 

Great Blue Heron: One over Dundas Mar 28 F (RD); three past Fifty Rd Mar 
29 (KM); nine past Beamer C.A. Apr 1, and eight there May 12 (NPH); 11 at 
Cootes Paradise Apr 4 (JHu et al). 

Great Egret#: One at Hendrie Valley [HL] Apr 8 * ( fide JRe); one past Frances 
Ave & Green Rd Apr 12 (BH); one at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 13-19 (KM); one at 
Red Hill Parkway & QEW Stormwater Pond [HM] Apr 13 (JRe,LMa); two at 
Dundas Hydro Pond Apr 14 (LMaJRe); one at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 15 
(RD); one at Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 17 (JFo); two roosting at Cootes Paradise 
Apr 19 (CWe); two at Lennon Rd N of Reg Rd 97 [HM] Apr 19 (SPa). 

Green Heron: One at Hendrie Valley Apr 28 * (RD); four at Confederation Park 
[HM] May 13 (RD,DD,MM); three at Millgrove Loam Pits May 31 (JFo). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: One at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 4F-5 (MJ), and 
four there Apr 23 (ES); two ad. at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 27 (RD); 12 at Forty 
Mile Creek, Grimsby May 7 (PBa); three ad. at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 
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GLOSSY IBIS#: One at Britannia Rd E of 8 th Line [HL] May 2 * (GRi; m.obs.). 
Black Vulture#: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 20 * and one there Mar 26 (NPH); one 
over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HM] Mar 21 (MM; RPr) went to roost in a yard at 
Tweedsmuir Ave, Dundas [HM] with Turkey Vultures. 

Turkey Vulture: One over N Service Rd & 

Waterdown Rd [HL] Mar 1 F (BR); birds at Beamer 
C.A.: 361 -Mar 21,605 -Mar 31,794 -Apr 2,1168 - 
Apr 6,405 -Apr 8,900 -Apr 9,195 -May 11 (NPH); 

227 over Windermere Basin Apr 2 (LMaJRe). 

Osprey: One at nest at Hwy 403 & Hwy 6 N [HL] 

Mar 28*-on (PS; m.obs.) and a pair nesting there 
Apr 8-May 31 (RD; m.obs.); one past Fifty Rd Mar 
29 (KM); a total of 56 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 
29-May 12 including nine on Apr 13 (NPH); one on 
a nest at Middletown Rd at Christie C.A. [HM] Apr 
13 (RD) and a pair there Apr 19-on (RD,MM); four 
at W End of Harbour Apr 17-19 (RD). 

Bald Eagle: A total of 43 counted at Beamer C.A. 

Mar 2-May 12 including seven on Apr 6 (NPH); 
six on Hamilton Harbour ice Mar 14 (RD), and 
one ad. + one imm. there Mar 27-29 (RD et al); 
one ad. at Reg Rd 97 W of Freelton [HM] Mar 29 
(PSc); one 1 st ba. over Spencer Gorge Wilderness 
Area [HM] Apr 8 (BW); a pair nesting at Brant Park 
[BR] laid eggs in early Mar which had hatched by 
Apr 8 (DBr); the pair nesting at N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise [HM] laid two eggs with one hatching by 
Apr 13 ( fide TT); one ad. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 
18 (LMa et al); one ad. past Frances Ave & Green 
Rd May 25 (BH). 

Northern Harrier: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 11 
F, 8 -Apr 2, 1 -May 11 L (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 
15 F (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Nine at Beamer C.A. Apr 9 
(NPH); a pair nesting at Edgelake Park Apr 27-on 
(RD,CE,DD). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 10 F, 34 -Mar 21, 49 
-Mar 27, 53 -Mar 31, 58 -Apr 2, 1 -Apr 23 L (NPH); nine over Windermere 
Basin Apr 2 (LMaJRe). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Apr 13 *, 115 -Apr 17, 232 -Apr 
21, 146 -Apr 22, 437 -Apr 27, 195 -Apr 28 (NPH); 56 over Van Wagners Ponds 
Apr 20 (CE,RD); one terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] May 2 (BCo); two 
past Frances Ave & Green Rd May 25 L (BH). 

SWAINSON’S HAWK#: One imm. at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 * (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph at Hwy 6 & Oneida Line 4 [HD] Mar 11-Apr 9 
(BH; LMa,LTe,JRe); one dark morph at Vinemount area [HM] Mar 1-Apr 3 (m.obs.). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 3 -Mar 1,4 -Apr 6,1 -Apr 21 L (NPH); 
three dark morph at 8 th Rd E N of Mud St [HM] Mar 30 (RD et al). 

Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: lad. -Mar 16 *, lad. -Mar 21, lad. -Mar 22, 
1 -Mar 24, lad. -Apr 21 L (NPH); two ad. at Hilton Falls C.A. [HL] Mar 31 (LFr). 
Virginia Rail#: Two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 17*-23 (JFo; m.obs.); two 
terr. at Slote Rd & Mineral Springs Rd Wetland Apr 26 (RD,CE; DD); one at 
Rattray Marsh [PL] Apr 26 (RMa). 

Sora#: Two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 17*-May 19 (JFo; m.obs.); two terr. at 
Slote Rd & Mineral Springs Rd Wetland Apr 26 (RD,CE; DD). 

Common Gallinule#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 19 * (RD,CE). 
American Coot: Four at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 8-23 (RD; m.obs.); 20 
off LaSalle Marina Mar 29 (RD et al); 16 at Windermere Basin Apr 3 (RD). 
Sandhill Crane#: Two over Valley Inn Mar 15 * (KN); birds at Beamer C.A.: 
7 -Mar 25, 3 -Mar 27,1 -Mar 31,1 -Apr 28,1 -May 1,1 -May 11 (NPH); three 
over downtown Hamilton [HM] Mar 26 (LMaJRe);a terr. pair at Blue Lake [BR] 
Mar 29-Apr 30 ( fide GSi); one terr. pair at Grass Lake [WT] Mar 30-Apr 30 
(GSiJSi; m.obs.); one over Westover [HM] Apr 17 (JFo); one at First Line S of 
20 th Sideroad [HL] May 9 (MT). 

Black-bellied Plover: One at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 13 * (RD,DD,MM). 
Semipalmated Plover: One at 8 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail [HM] May 13 * 
(RD,DD,MM). 

Killdeer: One past Bronte Harbour Mar 10 * (MJ). 


Spotted Sandpiper: One at LaSalle Marina Apr 12 * (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 2 * (LMaJRe); two 
at Safari Rd W of Valens Rd [HM] May 19 (CE,RD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Seven at Middletown Rd N of Cone 5 Apr 12*-13 (BC; 

RD); birds at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd: 6 -Apr 
18 (RD,CE,DD), 13 -Apr 21 (LMaJRe), 17 -Apr 
24 (LMa,MFi,JHt); five at Green Mt Rd E of 6 th Rd 
E and four at Dofasco Trail E of 10 th Rd E Apr 18 
(RD,CE,DD); four at Middletown Rd S of Cone 4 
and three at Christie C.A. Apr 19 (RD,MM); four 
at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 [HM] Apr 23 (EHo); 
13 at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd Apr 24 (DPr; RD). 
Willet#: One at Windermere Basin Apr 17 * 
(MJa); one at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd May 3-5 
(PBa; m.obs.). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two at Green Mt Rd E of 6 th 
Rd E Apr 18 * (RD,CE,DD); two at 8 th Line N of 
Britannia Rd Apr 24 (DPr; RD); 13 at James Snow 
Pkwy N of Britannia Rd May 2 (RD et al); seven at 
5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 
seven at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 13 
(RD,DD,MM). 

Upland Sandpiper#: One at Highland Rd & 
Stoney Creek-West Lincoln Townline Rd [HM] 
Apr 20 * (GN) and two there Apr 21-23 (CE,RD; 
m.obs.); one at S Grimsby Rd 15 [NG] Apr 23 
(DPr); three at Green Mt Rd & 8 th Rd E [HM] Apr 
26 (LMa,LTe,CSc); one at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail 
Apr 26 (LCa,GCa); two at Grand River, Hardy Rd 
[BR] May 25 (BL et al); one at Hardy Rd & Oak 
ParkRd, Brantford [BR] May 31 (BL). 

Whimbrel#: 13 past Port Credit Harbour May 25 
* (RD etal). 

Marbled Godwit#: Nine past Bronte Harbour 
May 1 * (MJ). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Three at Port Credit Harbour 

May 25 * (RD et al). 

Sanderling: Seven at Port Credit Harbour May 25 * (RD et al). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin May 23 * (RD); 10 at Port 
Credit Harbour May 25 (RD et al). 

Least Sandpiper: One at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd May 2 * (RD), and 16 there 
May 18 (RD,CE,BC); two at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 
13 at Hwy 6 S of Caledonia [HM] May 19 (RD,CE). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Five at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd Apr 18 * (CE,RD,DD), and 
two there Apr 21-24 (m.obs.); 30 at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd Apr 24 (DPr; RD). 
Dunlin: One at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd Apr 24 * (DPr; RD); one at Woodhill Rd 
S of Hwy 5 May 2 (EHo); 13 at Windermere Basin May 15 (DD), and 25 there May 
23 (RD); 150 past Green Rd May 25 (BH); 2000 at Port Credit Harbour May 25 (RD 
et al) ties the record high count for the HSA; 100 over Valley Inn May 26 (KN). 
Stilt Sandpiper: Two at Hwy 6 S of Caledonia [HD] May 19 * (RC,GS; RD,CE). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Port Credit Harbour May 25 * (RD et al); five 
at Windermere Basin May 26 (RPo). 

Long-billed Dowitcher#: 13 at James Snow Pkwy N of Britannia Rd [HL] May 
2*-4 (DPr; m.obs.) were a record high number for the HSA. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Birds at 5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd: 1 -Apr 2 F (LMaJRe), 26 
-Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD), 45 -Apr 21 (LMaJRe), 60 -Apr 24 (LMa,MFi,JHt), lterr. 
-May 13 (RD,DD,MM); four at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Apr 9 (RC,GS), and 
one terr. there May 13 (RD,DD,MM). 

American Woodcock: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 18 * (SD), and 
nine terr. there Apr 1 (RPr); two terr. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] Mar 22 
(MJ), and 12 there Apr 2 (CE,DD); three terr. at Confederation Park Mar 30 
(AWi et al); 10 terr. at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Apr 9 (RC,GS); one at Bronte 
Bluffs Park May 15 L (CE,DD). 

Laughing Gull#: One ad. at Port Credit Harbour May 23*-24 (RMa; m.obs.). 

Little Gull#: Two ad. off Bronte Harbour Apr 4 * (MJ); one ad. past Fifty Rd Apr 10 
and two ad. there Apr 19 (KM); birds off Green Rd: 2ad. -Apr 10, lad. -Apr 13,4ad. 
-Apr 20 (BH); two ad. at Suncor Pier, Bronte Apr 20 (MJ); two ad. off Rhododendron 
Gardens, Mississauga [PL] Apr 26 (RMa), and three there Apr 27 (JWa); one off 
Grays Rd May 2 (LMaJRe); one 1 st alt. at Port Credit Harbour May 25 (DD et al). 



American Bittern , Safari Road Wetland, 10 April 2014 
photo Janet Forjan-Freedman. 
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Bonaparte’s Gull: 17 off Bronte Apr 6 * (RD,CE); 190 past Fifty Rd Apr 10 and 
330 there Apr 19 (KM); 150 off Green Rd Apr 10 (BH); 14 off Arkendo Park, 
Oakville [HL] Apr 11 (JWa); 55 past Woodland Cemetery Apr 12 (RD et al); 
10 over High Level Bridge [HM] Apr 14 (LMaJRe); birds on Apr 18: 16 -Van 
Wagners Beach, 15 -Green Rd, 20 -10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail, 5 -Ridge Rd E of 
8 th Rd E (RD,CE,DD); birds on Apr 21: 120 -Millen Rd (KM), 25 -Shoreacres 
[HL] (RD,CE), 202 -Burloak Waterfront Park (RD,CE); 850 off Rhododendron 
Gardens, Mississauga Apr 27 (JWa); 40 1 st alt. + three ad. off Burloak Waterfront 
Park May 18 (RD,CE,BC); 150 1 st alt. at Port Credit Harbour May 25 (RD et al). 
Thayer’s Gull#: One 1 st yr. at Burloak Waterfront Park Apr 6 L (RD,CE). 
Thayer’s/Iceland Gull#: One 2 nd alt. at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 27 (KM). 
Iceland Gull#: One ad. over Herkimer St, Hamilton [HM] Mar 6 (LMa); birds at 
Bronte Harbour: 1 1 st yr. -Mar 10,1 1 st yr. -Mar 26,1 1 st yr. -Mar 27, 2 1 st yr. -Apr 
4,1 1 st yr. -Apr 7, lad. + 2 1 st yr. -Apr 9,2 1 st yr. + 2 2 nd yr. -Apr 30 (MJ); one 1 st yr. 
off LaSalle Marina Mar 29 (RD et al. ), and one ad. there Apr 1 (RD et al); one 1 st 
yr. at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 4 (RD); three imm. at Suncor Pier, Bronte Apr 26 
(GE), and one ad. + two 1 st yr. there Apr 30 (MJ); one imm. off CCIW May 1 (RD); 
one off Grays Rd May 2 (LMaJRe); one imm. off Bronte Harbour May 3 L (GE). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One ad. off LaSalle Marina Apr 1 (RD et al); one 
1 st yr. off CCIW Apr 16 (RD); one 2 nd yr. at Windermere Basin Apr 28 (RD,CE); 
one ad. at Port Credit Harbour May 25 L (RD et al). 

Glaucous Gull: Two at Bronte Harbour Mar 12 (MJ), and one 1 st yr. there Apr 30 
(MJ); one 1 st yr. off LaSalle Marina Mar 29 (RD et al), and two imm. there Apr 
1 (RD et al); one 1 st yr. off CCIW Apr 7-16 and May 1 (RD); one off Green Rd 
Apr 10 (BH); one 1 st yr. off Pier 4 Park, Hamilton Apr 19 (RD,MM); one 1 st yr. 
at Windermere Basin Apr 20 (RD) and Apr 28 L (RD,CE); one 1 st yr. at Cootes 
Paradise Apr 22-23 (JHu,KHr; BCo). 

Great Black-backed Gull: Eight imm. at Windermere Basin Apr 3 (RD); one 
ad. + two imm. off Pier 4 Park, Hamilton Apr 19 (RD,MM); one 1 st yr. at Cootes 
Paradise May 17 (CE et al); three imm. off CCIW May 20 (RD). 

Caspian Tern: Six at Hamilton Harbour near Ship Canal (RD; MJ) and one at 
Windermere Basin (LMa) Apr 7 *; six at Ridge Rd E of 8 th Rd E Apr 18 (RD,CE,DD). 
Common Tern: One past Green Rd (BH) and one off Pier 4 Park, Hamilton 
(LMa et al.) Apr 10 * provided the second earliest records for the HSA; five at 
Windermere Basin Apr 18 (BC,BF,EHe). 

Forster’s Tern#: One at Pier 4 Park, Hamilton Apr 9 * (KM), and two there Apr 10 
(LMa et al.); two off Green Rd Apr 13 (BH); one off Bayfront Park, Hamilton Apr 
18 (KWi,AWi); two past Fifty Rd Apr 19 (KM); one at Valley Inn May 12 (RD). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Confederation Park May 15 * (KN); one at City 
View Park, Burlington [HL] May 27 (DF). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Oneida 2 nd Line E of Hwy 6 [HD] May 19 * (RD,CE). 
Snowy Owl#: One imm. at Bronte Harbour Mar 1-31 (GE,SE; m.obs.); one E of 
Great Lakes Blvd/Burloak Dr [HL] Mar 10 (MJ); one imm. at Tapleytown [HM] 
Mar 13-May 3 (LMa,LTe; PSc et al); one ad. m. at Green Mt Rd W of 6 th Rd E 
Mar 21 (RPo); one at QEW & Burloak Dr [HL] Mar 22 (MBe); one at Port Credit 
Harbour Mar 27 (JWa); one imm. at 6 th Rd E N of Mud St [HM] Mar 30 (RD 
et al); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Apr 2 (CE,DD); one m. at Suncor Pier, 
Bronte Apr 7 (MJ); one at N Service Rd & Guelph Line [HL] Apr 12 (IL; CE). 
Long-eared Owl#: One at Devils Punchbowl C.A. [HM] Mar 8 L (LMa). 
Short-eared Owl#: One at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Apr 9 L (RC,GS). 
Common Nighthawk: One at Aberfoyle [WL] May 14 * (PHo); one roosting in 
a backyard at Bing Cres, Stoney Creek [HM] May 16 (AKr; m.obs.); one roosting 
at Vinemount Swamp [HM] May 18 (RPo); nine at Princess Point [HM] May 23 
(PBa); four at Scottish Rite, Hamilton [HM] May 28-29 (LMa). 
Whip-poor-will#: One at Lewis Rd at the Lake [HM] Apr 19 * (BM,LM); one at 
Kelson Ave at the Lake [NG] Apr 21 (MV); one at Edgelake Park Apr 30 (RPo; 
m.obs.); one at Sherwood Forest Park [HL] May 1 (CE); one at Highland Park 
Dr, Hamilton [HM] May 7 (KBa). 

Chimney Swift: One at Confederation Park Apr 27 * (RD,CE,DD); 32 over 
Westdale Ravine [HM] May 16 (BW); 12 at Shoreacres May 18 (RD,CE,BC); 35 
roosting at Scottish Rite, Hamilton May 28-29 (LMa). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd Apr 20 * 
(GBs) is a record early date for the HSA. 

Belted Kingfisher: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas [HM] Apr 2 F (RD); one past 
Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton [HM] Apr 14 (LMaJRe). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Beamer C.A. May 8 * (NPH); one at Hwy 
20 E of Westbrook Rd [HM] May 10 (LVa); three at Currie Tract [HL] May 
10 (JSp); one over Bayshore Park, Aldershot [HL] May 14 (BCo,DSm); two at 
Confederation Park May 29 (RD,CE). 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 7 F and five there Apr 13 
(NPH); five at Sedgewick Forest Park [HL] Apr 13 (CE,DD). 

Northern Flicker: 100 past Frances Ave & Green Rd Apr 12 and 300 there 
Apr 13 (BH); 100 at Beamer C.A. Apr 13 (NPH); 19 past Sam Lawrence Park, 
Hamilton Apr 14 (LMaJRe). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga Apr 13 (JWa). 
Merlin: One at Dundas St, Dundas [HM] Mar 5 (RD); one at Bronte Harbour 
Mar 10-Apr 5 (MJ); one at Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton Mar 11 (LMa); a total 
of 12 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 25-May 12 (NPH); one over Windermere 
Basin Apr 2 (LMaJRe); one at Mohawk Rd & Upper Paradise Rd [HM] Apr 7 
(RV); one at Woodland Cemetery Apr 12 (RD et al); one at N Shore of Cootes 
Paradise Apr 22 (JHu,KHr). 

Peregrine Falcon#: One pair nesting at Burlington Lift Bridge [HL/HM] Mar 
1-May 31 (BCh; m.obs.); seven counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 23-Apr 23 (NPH); 
a pair nesting at Vinemount Quarries [HM] Mar 30-May 31 (CE; m.obs.); one 
ad. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (KM,TF); a pair at Concession St & Upper 
Sherman Ave [HM] May 12 (GN). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at LaSalle Park May 14 * (BCo,DSm); one at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 31 (RD,CE,DD). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Confederation Park May 13 * (RD,DD,MM). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres May 14*-17 (RC,GS; m.obs.). 
Acadian Flycatcher#: One at 8 th Line N of Britannia Rd Apr 24 * (DPr) was 
record early for the HSA; one at Shoreacres May 13-15 (RPo; m.obs.); one at 
Spencer Creek Woods [HM] May 16 (BW). 

Alder Flycatcher: One at Cone 8 & Westover Rd [HM] May 19 * (RD,CE); two 
SM at Millgrove Loam Pits May 21 (BW). 

Willow Flycatcher: One SM at Spencer Creek Woods May 17 * (RD et al). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Beamer C.A. May 5 * (NPH); eight at Fifty Point C.A. 
May 14 (RD et al). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at McLean School Rd W of Hwy 24 [BR] Mar 19 * (fide 
CBa); two at Desjardins Canal, Dundas Mar 28 (LMaJRe). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Edgelake Park May 1 * (RD,CE). 

Eastern Kingbird: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 7 * (NPH) was record early for the 
HSA; one at Fifty Point C.A. May 4 (DD). 

Northern Shrike#: One at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 7-10 (LMa); one at Deer 
Run Ct, N of Paris [BR] Mar 10 (GSi); one at Powerline Rd W of 5 th Rd E [HM] 
Mar 11 (DL,GL); one at Olympic Dr, Dundas [HM] Mar 14-30 (RD; DL,GL); 
one at Hwy 5 W of Clappisons Corners [HM] Mar 16 (LMa); one at 3 rd Rd E S of 
Ridge Rd [HM] Mar 21-Apr 3 (RPo; JRe,LMa); one at Gates of Heaven Cemetery, 
Aldershot [HL] Mar 23 (RD); one at Great Lakes Blvd & Rebecca St Apr 5 L (MJ). 
White-eyed Vireo#: One at Ruthven Park May 4 * (BO et al); one at Westdale 
Ravine May 16 (BW). 

Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Blyth Cres, Oakville (JWa) and one at Tuck 
Creek N of Lakeshore Rd, Burlington [HL] (PWg) May 8 *; one at Sunrise Cres, 
Dundas May 11 (RD); two SM at Westdale Ravine May 15-16 (RD; BW); one 
at Lions Club Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] May 16 (RD); one at Bronte Bluffs Park 
May 16 (SCh); two at Ruthven Park May 17 (PSc et al); one at Princess Point 
May 17 (RD et al); one at Woodland Cemetery May 19 (RNv); one SM at Cone 

8 W of Westover Rd May 19 (RD,CE). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Spencer Creek Trail Apr 22*-27 (LDu; m.obs.); 
three at Rattray Marsh Apr 27 (RMa). 

Warbling Vireo: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 28 * (NPH); 20 at Confederation Park 
May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 27 at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Two at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 * (RD et al). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Shoreacres May 11 * (DD); 12 at Fifty Point C.A. May 
14 (RD et al); 23 at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD). 

FISH CROW#: One at Bronte Marina Mar 20 (MJ), and two there Apr 9 (MJ) 
and Apr 27 (GE); one at Jack Darling Park, Mississauga [PL] Mar 21 (DPr); one 
at Bayfront Park, Hamilton Apr 20 (LMa); one at Shoreacres Apr 30 (RD,CE); 
one at Petro-Canada Park, Bronte [HL] May 2 (GPr). 

Common Raven#: One at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Mar 1, Apr 9 and May 5-11 (PS); 
one at Plains Rd & Howard Ave [HL] Mar 5 (RD); one at Aurora Cres, Burlington Mar 

9 (CE); one over Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton Mar 9 and one there Mar 18 (LMa); 
one at Hwy 403 at Escarpment [HM] Mar 13 (JRe); birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 18,2 
-Mar 19,1 -Apr 9,3 -Apr 23,1 -May 5 (NPH); one pair nesting at Vinemount Quarry 
Mar 10-Apr 18 (LMaJRe; m.obs.); two pairs at Hilton Falls C.A. Mar 31 (LFr); one over 
Skyline Dr, Dundas [HM] Apr 16 (RS); one at Bronte Rd & Lower Baseline Rd May 18 
(RD,CE,BC); two at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve [ WL] May 19 (RPr). 
(continued on page 46) 
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DATES TO REMEMBER - October 2014 


5 October (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie Valley \ 
meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement , call Program Update Line. 

5 October (Sunday) 8:30 a.m. RBG - Fall Bird Walk North Shore with Dr. Jim Pringle (meet at the Nature Centre). Geared to 
intermediate hiking level. Fee: $10 per walk. 

6 October (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC Monthly General Meeting. Stewards of Cootes Watershed. Tonight we will hear from 
Alan Hansell about this neighbourhood-based team of stewards, each responsible for ensuring the health and biodiversity of a 
section of Cootes Paradise and the creeks that flow into it. A critical link in restoring Cootes Paradise back to its full ecological 
magnificence; the stewards do this for the health of our natural environment; the health of our community, and out of pride 
as Hamiltonians. Their work has already resulted in a number of success stories with a goal of getting the entire Lower Cootes 
Watershed below the Escarpment cleaned and kept clean by the end of 2016. Alan grew up in Dundas, a stone's throw away 
from Cootes Paradise, and has always been impressed by this nature sanctuary's importance to migrating birds. Royal Botanical 
Gardens HQ, Plains Road West, Burlington. 

9 October (Thursday) 7:00p.m. Hamilton Naturalists's Club and Environment Hamilton present "Where have Our Pollinator's 
Gone? What Can We Do? Spectator Auditorium, 44 Frid Street, Hamilton. Hamiltonmonarchs.blogspot.ca 

11 October (Saturday) 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. RBG - Wilderness Survival Skills at the Nature Centre. What everyone should know if 
working or relaxing in the wilderness; survival kits, how to build a shelter and fire, off-the-grid survival skills. Fee: $100. 

12 October (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free nature hike (donations welcome). Princess Point, 
meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 

18 October (Saturday) 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. HNC - Spooky Hollow Annual Work Party. We will be meeting at The Egg and 1 

Restaurant, corner of Hwy 2 and 53, behind the Tim Hortons west of Ancaster, at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast. We will arriving at 
Spooky around 10 a.m. We will be doing trail and general maintenance work. Rain date Sunday, October 19th. This event involves 
moderate physical activity. Please wear appropriate clothes. Bring a lunch. If you have questions or need more information, 
please contact Warren Beacham, Sanctuary Director, at 905-627-3343. 

18 October (Saturday) 8 a.m. to 11:00. RBG - Outdoor Family Connection at the Nature Centre. Enjoy an outdoor experience 
(different topic each month, taught while hiking or canoeing). Activities geared to families, children 8+. Fee: $15, Family Rate $50. 

18 October (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. Hamilton Association Free Public Lecture. Into the Melting Ice. Overcoming obstacles is what 
Nicolas Peissel has done for much of his adult life, sailing through potentially treacherous waters around the world. As one 
of three sailors aboard a 4.9 m fibreglass motorized sailboat he navigated a 10,000 nautical mile journey through the most 
northerly route of the Northwest Passage for four months in 2012 and undertook a subsequent successful Arctic expedition in 
2013. He plans to continue documenting and publicizing recent dramatic changes to ice conditions; where 19th century explorers 
were trapped and icebreakers were needed even 30 years ago, ice no longer consistently blocks Arctic waters and potential 
environmental implications all need to be considered. Room 1A1 Ewart Angus Centre. The EAC is in the north-west corner (rear) 
of the huge, multi-storey McMaster University Medical Centre (MUMC). http://www.haalsa.org/lectures.htmffday 

18 October (Saturday) 10:00 a.m., "Breathe" Through Nature While Hiking Arboretum (meet at Nature Centre). Lesley Megarry 
instructs various yoga / stretching moves while hiking. Fee: $10 per hike 

19 October (Sunday) 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes North Shore, meet at 
the Nature Centre, Arboretum location, Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 

19 October (Sunday) 2:00-4:00 p.m. RBG - An Apple a Day at the Nature Centre. All about apples; learn, eat, and hike to where the wild 
apples grow. Fee: $12 /Single, or $30 /Family. 

20 October (Monday) 10:00 a.m. RBG - "Breathe" Through Nature While Fliking Arboretum (meet at Nature Centre). Lesley 
Megarry instructs various yoga /stretching moves while hiking. Fee: $10 per hike. 

20 October (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC-Bird Study Group meeting. This month, Ontario's Important Bird Areas Program with Mike 
Burrell. See page 31 for details. Come at 7:00 for coffee and conversation. Burlington Seniors' Centre, 2285 New St., Burlington. 

25 October (Saturday)1:00 -3:00p.m. HNC- Late Migrants at Mac Forest. Join local birder Rob Porter on a guided birding hike of 
McMaster Conservation Corridor, aka "Mac Forest", which is host to a tallgrass prairie restoration project and a Smithsonian Forest 
Plot. Expected sightings include woodpeckers, sparrows, kinglets, and some migrant hawks. Meet at Lower Lion's Club road, just off 
of Wilson Street (bottom of Ancaster Hill). Park on the wide north shoulder two lots in. Contact Rob at walk. the.piank@gmaii. com. 

25 October (Saturday) 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. RBG - GPS (Map and Compass) Navigation at the Nature Centre. Proper use of a 
compass; maps; alternative methods of direction finding. Fee: $100. 
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25 October (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club at the Nature Centre. The Jr. Nats Club started September 27, 
however registration is still possible. Since the Club was formed in 1986, it has instilled children with learning experiences that 
generate a life-long respect and appreciation of the natural world. Parents must be either RBG or Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
members. Ages 7-12. Cost is $90, then $80 each sibling. Meeting dates are the 4th Saturday of each month, September to May. 

26 October (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free nature hike (donations welcome). Aviary-South Shore, 
meet at the Aviary parking lot. Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 

DATES TO REMEMBER - November 2014 

1 November (Saturday) 1:00 p.m - 3:00 p.m. HNC - Looking for Late Wildflowers. Join Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothefor 
a late season wild flower hike at Princess Point parking lot. The warm waters of the Hamilton Harbour and the extra light from the 
street lights keep the flowers blooming. Contact Dean Gugler and Fleur-Ange Lamothe: (519) 647-2371(519) 647-2371. 

1 November (Saturday) 10:00 a.m., RBG -"Breathe" Through Nature While Hiking Princess Point (meet in the parking lot). Lesley 
Megarry instructs various yoga / stretching moves while hiking. Fee: $10 per hike 

2 November (Sunday) HNC - Hamilton Fall Bird Count. This will be the 41 st fall bird count. Most birders have their own 
territories which they have done for years but new participants are always welcome. Bill Lamond is the compiler of the fall bird 
count. Call him or email to confirm you are participating this year, bill-lamond@hotmail.com or 519-756-9546. 

2 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Hendrie 
Valleymeet at Cherry Hill Gate parking Lot. If the weather is inclement , call Program Update Line. 

3 November (Monday) 10:00 a.m v RBG - "Breathe" Through Nature While Hiking Princess Point (meet in the parking lot). Lesley 
Megarry instructs various yoga / stretching moves while hiking. Fee: $10 per hike 

8 November (Saturday) 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. RBG - Outdoor Family Connection at the Nature Centre. Enjoy an outdoor experience 
(different topic each month, taught while hiking or canoeing). Activities geared to families, children 8+. Fee: $15, Family Rate $50. 

8 November (Saturday) 7:00 p.m. to 9 p.m. RBG - Masked Bandit- The Raccoon at the Nature Centre. Geoff Allen outlines 
feeding habits, hibernation , and other characteristics; during the hike chances are very likely you will observe the raccoons that 
call the Arboretum their home. 

9 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Princess 
Point , meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement , call Program Update Line. 

10 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Monthly General Meeting. Speaker: Brenda Van Ryswyk. Topic: Gardening for the 
Bees and Butterflies. Royal Botanical Gardens HQ, Plains Road West, Burlington. 

15 November (Saturday) 8:00 a.m. HNC - Lakeshore Birding Van Wagner's to 50 Point. Kevin McLaughlin has been leading 
this fall bird outings for the HNC for more than 35 years. There will be stops at various points along the Lake during this popular 
annual excursion. This is a morning excursion that may stretch into the afternoon if conditions are good. Meet in the parking lot 
just north of Hutch's Restaurant (Van Wagner's Rd.) Contact Kevin at kevinmclaughlin05@gmail.com 

16 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes 
North Shore, meet at the Nature Centre, Arboretum location. Old Guelph Road. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 

17 November (Monday) 7:30 p.m. HNC - Bird Study Group meeting. This month Stu Mackenzie from Bird Studies Canada will 
talk about the Motus Wildlife Tracking System, http://motus-wts.org/. Come at 7:00 for coffee and conversation. Burlington 
Seniors' Centre ; 2285 New StBurlington. 

22 November (Saturday) 9:30 a.m. to noon. Junior Naturalists Club at the Nature Centre. The Jr. Nats Club started September 
27, however registration is still possible. Since the Club was formed in 1986, it has instilled children with learning experiences 
that generate a life-long respect and appreciation of the natural world. Parents must be either RBG or Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
members. Ages 7-12. Cost is $90, then $80 each sibling. Meeting dates are the 4th Saturday of each month, September to May. 

23 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Cootes 
South Shore, meet at the Aviary parking lot, Oak Knoll Drive, Hamilton. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 

30 November (Sunday) 2:00 p.m. to 3:30. RBG - Get Back to Nature Walk. Free RBG Nature hike (donations welcome). Rock 
Chapel, meet at the parking lot. If the weather is inclement, call Program Update Line. 



The Wood Duck - October, 2014 


Page 37 





























And Now For Some Good News ! 


Great News From Vietnam 


C onservation efforts in Vietnam are proving successful after 
a rare Asiatic Black Bear was recently recorded by World 
Wildlife Fund camera traps. The images of the threatened bear 
taken in QuangNam Province in central Vietnam, are an important 
indicator of results of on the ground conservation efforts to 
improve the quality of forests considered one of the world’s rich 
biodiversity spots. Another bear was captured on a WWF camera 
trap in late 2012 when a number of camera traps were installed to 
support WWFs and the Governments biodiversity monitoring. 

WWF and the Vietnamese Government have embarked on one 
of the most ambitious conservation assignments in the regions 
history through the Carbon and Biodiversity Programme 
(CarBi), which aims to protect and regenerate more than 200,000 
hectares of unique forest. 

Among the more than 12,000 recorded pictures, several valuable 
species have been found, including the Sunda Pangolin, Large- 
antlered Muntjac, Serrow, Annamite Striped Rabbit, and Saola, 
which was rediscovered for the first time in 15 years in 2013. 

“They are species affected by illegal hunting which our forest 
guard patrols and Protection Area management activities should 
be limiting. Their existence is also dependent on good quality 
forest. I believe that these photographs are very important 
monitoring indicators of our conservation impacts,” said Phan 
Tuan, Head of Quang Nam Forest Protection Department, 
Quang Nam’s CarBi project Director. 


Together with the camera traps which are used to track 
wild animals and their habitat, WWF and the Government 
also introduced a progressive forest guard model. The 
initiative involves employing and training local people in law 
enforcement, patrolling and detecting and removing snares 
and dismantling illegal camps used by poachers and loggers. 
The guards also catch illegal hunters and loggers when possible. 

The project has had considerable success since its 
launch, removing over 35,000 snares in the area. In 
other efforts to help the forests WWF’s programmes are 
also targeting alternative livelihood options through 
educating local people in sustainable forest management. 

“Habitat loss, illegal hunting and forest degradation are still 
severe threats to wildlife. More effective and uniform law 
enforcement efforts with regional and international co-operation 
are critically needed for wildlife conservation,” says WWF- 
Vietnam’s landscape manager Le Thuy Anh. The WWF-Greater 
Mekong CarBi Programme is an unprecedented four-year, 
trans-border conservation economy assignment focused on the 
Central Annamite Mountains joining Laos and Vietnam. 

Article reprinted with modifications from WWF International 
e-newsletter ; 22 August 2014. 


500,000 Acres Proposed for Protection of Rare Western Yellow¬ 
billed Cuckoo 


O ne of western North Americas most endangered birds is 
getting important habitat protected. Following the Center 
for Biological Diversity’s historic 757 species agreement and a 
1998 petition, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed in mid- 
August to set aside 546,335 acres as federally protected “critical 
habitat” for the Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo in nine western 
states, from California to Wyoming. The western population of 
the species ( Coccyzus americanus occidentalis) breeds along river 
systems west of the Rocky Mountains, which generally separate 
this population from its counterpart, the Eastern Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo ( Coccyzus americanus americanus). While the formal 
distinction between the two population groups has been 
debated since the late 1980s, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
identifies Yellow-billed Cuckoos west of the Continental Divide 
as a Distinct Population Segment for conservation purposes. 


Also called the “raincrow” because its song is often heard just 
before thunderstorms, this species is well-known for eating 
caterpillars, even quite hairy and spiny ones. It also eats 
grasshoppers, crickets and cicadas. First identified as needing 
protection in 1986, it wasn’t formally proposed for a place on the 
endangered species list until last October, though its population 
has been devastated by dams, grazing, water withdrawals 
and more. A final decision on protection is due this fall. 

“This is an important victory, not just for Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
but for rivers and streams across the West,” said the Center’s 
Michael Robinson. 

Article reprinted with modifications , from Endangered Earth 
online , the weekly e-newsletter from the Center For Biological 
Diversity - 21 August 2014. www.BiologicalDiversity.org 
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Hamilton Butterfly Count 2014 


by Bill Lamond 

T his is the report of the 11 th Hamilton Butterfly Count which 
took place on 6 th July 2014. Usually in July you can count on 
good weather. Even a July day with rain usually has some sun for 
much of the day. The weather this summer was quite different 
in this respect as most of you are aware. However, we got lucky 
on Count day and were blessed with great weather. The high 
reached just over 27°C and with moderate winds out of the west, 
it was a very pleasant day. Cloud cover was moderate keeping 
butterflies active most of the time. Some butterflies were already 
on the wing by the meeting time of 9:00 a.m. and by 10:00 a.m., 
everything was in flight. 


We had fairly good numbers this year although it was mixed. 
Some parties were not at all impressed with their numbers but 



Gray Comma in the Westover area of Flamborough, 6 July 2014 - photo 


Matt Mills. 

others were quite satisfied. I suppose sometimes it does matter 
where you are and some relatively proximal areas may have 
substantive differences for unknown reasons. No matter, we 
recorded a total of 51 species which is the second highest total, 
tying the amount in 2005 and bested only by the 54 species the 
previous year in 2004. We managed to add one new species to 
the count which was a Milbert s Tortoiseshell found by Mary and 
Norm Pomfret. It is hard to believe that we could go this long 
without seeing a Milbert s Tortoiseshell. On second thought, that 
seems typical of a species that is predictably unpredictable. It 
took me almost 20 years to see my first Milbert s Tortoiseshell 
in the Hamilton Study Area and now I see them almost annually 
here and there, although never in large numbers. Their scarcity 
certainly makes them a treat to see, and they are a spectacular 
looking butterfly, my favourite I think. 

This year saw the return of hairstreaks to the Count. The last 
good year for hairstreaks on the HBC was 2008 with six species 
recorded. Since then, very few hairstreaks of any species have 
been recorded. Striped Hairstreak was not recorded again until 
this year and in that time period, Hickory Hairstreak was missed 
three years in a row and Coral Hairstreak was missed two years in 
a row. In 2014, five species were recorded, with Banded Hairstreak 


observed in good 
numbers (42). Also 
of note this year 
was the number of 
Meadow Fritillaries 
in one hayfield 
along Cooper Road. 

This species was 
never a common 
butterfly but its 
distribution within the HSA certainly seems to have declined in 
the last 20 years. So it was great to see at least 15 of these small 
fritillaries in a very weedy hayfield along Cooper Road. Other 
than that there was not really much else of note. 

We did manage to record Monarch this year, but only five. The 
species has been of great concern after the record-low numbers 
on the Mexican wintering grounds in January 2014. One would 
not expect Monarch numbers to rebound so quickly after such 
lows so perhaps we should be pleased that we did record five 
individuals. 

As always there are species that are missed that you feel should 
have been seen by someone; common species that you know are 
out there but which eluded detection. Examples of this over the 
years have been species such as Little Glassywing, Red Admiral 
and Black Swallowtail. Something is always missed, seemingly on 
every count. This year I have to say that we recorded pretty much 
everything that was expected although we missed Black Dash. 
However, Black Dash is one of latest skippers to emerge, and in 
cool years, such as this one, there are likely to be few adults on 
the wing by July 6. Thus, Black Dash barely qualifies as a “miss” 
and indeed there have been four years on the Count when it has 
been unrecorded. 



Northern Pearly-Eye at Beverly Swamp Reserve, 6 July 2014 - photo 
Bonnie Kinder. 


We had good participation on this years Count with 20 
participants covering seven of the eight areas. I would like to 
thank everyone for participating on the 2014 Count and thank 



Common (Inornate) Ringlet at Beverly Swamp 
Reserve, 6 July 2014 - photo Bonnie Kinder. 
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the area leaders for getting their results to me so quickly. That is 
most helpful in getting this summary done. I hope most of you 
enjoyed your time in the field as that’s what it is all about. 


Silver-spotted Skipper 

7 

Wild Indigo Duskywing 

8 

Least Skipper 

4 

European Skipper 

231 

Peck’s Skipper 

48 

Crossline Skipper 

16 

Tawny-edged Skipper 

32 

Long Dash 

2 

Northern Broken Dash 

30 

Little Glassywing 

6 

Delaware Skipper 

54 

Mulberry Wing 

5 

Broad-winged Skipper 

4 

Dion Skipper 

1 

Dun Skipper 

58 

Black Swallowtail 

3 

Giant Swallowtail 

3 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

35 

Cabbage White 

171 

Mustard White 

1 

Common Sulphur 

117 

Orange Sulphur 

3 

Bronze Copper 

1 

Coral Hairstreak 

3 

Acadian Hairstreak 

7 

Banded Hairstreak 

42 

Hickory Hairstreak 

1 

Striped Hairstreak 

3 

Summer Azure 

4 


yr 


Hickory Hairstreak in the Westover area of Fiamborough, 6 July 2014 - photo 

Matt Mills. 


2014 Results 

The area for the HBC is a 7.5 mile radius circle which 
is centred at the intersection of Kirkwall Road and 8th 
Concession at Kirkwall. This is the same circle that is used 
by the Hamilton Odonata (dragonflies & damselflies) 
Count as well. This circle has been divided into eight areas. 


Eastern Tailed Blue 

29 

Great Spangled Fritillary 

40 

Meadow Fritillary 

15 

Orange/Northern Crescent 

99 

Pearl Crescent 

46 

Baltimore 

10 

Question Mark 

7 

Eastern Comma 

9 

Gray Comma 

5 

Mourning Cloak 

6 

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell 

1 

American Painted Lady 

2 

Red Admiral 

5 

Red-spotted Purple 

9 

Viceroy 

3 

Northern Pearly Eye 

14 

(Northern) Eyed Brown 

98 

Appalachian (Eyed) Brown 

47 

Little Wood Satyr 

82 

Common (Inornate) Ringlet 

22 

Common Wood Nymph 

287 

Monarch 

5 


Species : 51 

Participants (20) : Barb Charlton, Aidan Don, Dave Don, Rob 
Dobos, Diane Green, Harry Hewick, Rhondda James, Bonnie 
Kinder, Bill Lamond, Kevin McLaughlin, Matt Mills, Chris 
Motherwell, George Naylor, Rose Peterson, Mary Pomfret, 
Norm Pomfret, Brenda Van Ryswyk, Elaine Serena, Ian Smith, 
Brian Wylie. 

Parties: 7, Party-Hours: 35.75 


A Northern Broken Dash skipper, female (right) being courted by a mate Northern Broken Dash, 
under the watchful eye(s) of a jumping spider. Westover area of Fiamborough., 6 July 2014 - 

photo Matt Mills. 
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Book Review 


Review: Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 

by Christine Bishop 



I n the fictional novel, Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver 
describes the delicacies of butterfly ecology but her story will 
immerse you in the cultures of the rural 
American “South”, biologists, media and 
environmental activists. It was short-listed 
for the Baileys Prize for Fiction in 2013 (UK 
annual award to a woman novelist of any 
nationality for the best original full-length 
novel written in English). 

The butterflies take their time entering the story. 

We begin by meeting Dellarobia Turnbow, of 
rural southern USA. Clearly unhappy with 
her life with her husband and two young 
children, she has nothing but sarcasm for her 
family, in-laws and community. This makes 
her first glimmer of the butterflies all the more 
interesting. In unlikely circumstances, she 
discovers the forest in a deep valley blanketed 
with Monarch butterflies. Rather than dwell 
on the climate change factors that bring the 
butterflies to rural USA and not Mexico, 
where they should be in the winter, it becomes 
far more fascinating to watch this womans 
unexpected reaction to the biologists, media, 
and environmental activists who arrive and how her own family 
and community think and feel about the entire phenomenon. 
Through this, you understand why she is bitter and how her world 
broadens with her butterfly experience. Without hitting you over 
the head with it, Kingsolver nicely captures the link between 
an individual life and the forces that triggered and perpetuate 
climate change. As it is described how it affects Dellarobias life 
and family, and how religion determines much of how people 
perceive the consequences of climate change and how little 
science is understood, it is obvious this person is representative 


of millions of people. 

If you are intrigued to read this book, as I was, because it would 
be about Monarch butterfly biology and 
migration and what happens when it 
goes wrong, there is plenty of that. You 
live through the winter with hordes of 
these insects and wish you were there 
to see it. They coalesce from eastern 
North America to descend on the large 
and now-climax forests remaining in 
the southern USA in a very believable 
scenario given the devastation that has 
actually happened in recent years in their 
overwintering grounds in Mexico as a 
result of climate change. 

Barbara Kingsolver has deep rural roots 
in the “South”, and she is a biologist. 
Few people could write this story 
so sensitively and accurately. While 
biologists like to think of themselves as 
unmaterialistic, and of relatively modest 
income, the contrast to truly low income 
and resource users like Dellarobia puts 
that in perspective plenty fast. She also 
provides a lot of comedic insight on the 
follies of some of the tactics used by environmentalists 5 . Anyone 
who is a biologist or environmental activist and may spend time 
approaching rural landowners for land access or a proposition for 
land stewardship for wildlife, should read this book. It is an eye¬ 
opening reality as to what some of those people are really thinking 
when they talk to you or observe you doing your job. £ZQ 
http://www.kinasolver.com/books/fliaht-behavior.html . 

Flight Behavior (2012) Barbara Kingsolver. HarperCollins 
Publishers Ltd. 


NEtf YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 
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October HNC Monthly General Meeting 
6 October (Monday) 7:30 p.m. - Royal Botanical Gardens HQ 


Stewards ofCootes Watershed. On this night we will hear from Alan Hansel I about this neighbourhood- 
based team of stewards, each responsible for ensuring the health and biodiversity of a section of 
Cootes Paradise and the creeks that flow into it. A critical link in restoring Cootes Paradise back 
to its full ecological magnificence, the stewards do this for the health of our natural environment, 
the health of our community, and out of pride as Hamiltonians. Their work has already resulted in 
a number of success stories with a goal of getting the entire Lower Cootes Watershed below the 
Escarpment cleaned and kept clean by the end of 2016. Alan grew up in Dundas, a stone's throw 
away from Cootes Paradise, and has always been impressed by this nature sanctuary's importance 
to migrating birds. Royal Botanical Gardens HQ, Plains Road West, Burlington. 
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Westdale TreesCount Grows Awareness of Our Urban Forest 


by Mara McHaffie 

A s the weather begins to turn cooler and summer enters its final 
stretch, TreesCount 2014 is also wrapping up in Westdale. 
The project has been ongoing since June, and volunteers now 
have just one final block to complete. When it comes to growing 
awareness of our urban forest (the trees and green spaces in our 
cities), TreesCount has been extremely successful. 



Volunteers learning how to measure tree height, Westdale, 5 June 2014 - photo 
Giuliana Casimirri. 


TreesCount 2014, one of the Hamilton Naturalists Clubs latest 
projects, was a detailed and comprehensive inventory of all of 
the public and private trees in a study area that covered most of 
Westdale South. Data was collected using the Neighbourwoods 
Protocol, a method developed at the University of Toronto. 
The data was collected by over 25 volunteers and entered into 
a database that will be sent to U of T for analysis. The results 
will be summarized in a report presented to the community. It is 
then up to the people of Westdale to decide how they are going 
to use this information to maintain or improve the health of their 
urban forest. The study is actually a re-inventory of the same area 
studied by Environment Hamilton in 2003. Now that this latest 
project is nearly complete, we can safely say that the changes that 
have occurred in the last decade are quite amazing! 

The project is called TreesCount, but volunteers did much more 
than simply count the number of trees. They collected over 30 
pieces of data for each individual tree! Various measurements 
were taken, including height, crown width and trunk diameter. 
The species was identified, and the location and ownership 
were noted. The rest of the inventory was devoted to assessing 
the condition of the tree (indicators such as leaf colour, dead 
branches and scars or cracks gave us clues), and looking for 
existing or potential conflicts with other objects, such as wires 
and buildings. 

The detailed nature of the inventory makes the information 
extremely valuable as a tool for developing planting or watering 
programs, identifying safety hazards and ultimately planning 
for the future. The data can also be used to identify issues such 


as a lack of diversity or the need for greater canopy cover. The 
community will now be able to see which issues are of highest 
priority and make decisions that are specific to this area and its 
individual needs. For example, the study has only identified 17 
ash trees in the area, so the Emerald Ash Borer is not likely to 
greatly reduce the canopy cover of this neighbourhood. However, 
at last count, 61 percent of all trees counted were Norway Maples, 
a non-native species that can be invasive in natural areas. With 
this in mind, the community can spend less time worrying about 
ash trees and more time looking for ways to improve diversity 
and increase the presence of native species in Westdale. Making 
smart, well-informed decisions today will ensure that our urban 
forest is healthy for years to come. 



Throughout the project, we not only collected a lot of useful 
data, but we also able to engage the community in the project. 
Lots of homeowners had questions about specific trees and were 
interested to learn more about their trees and the urban forest 
as a whole. Many added their own personal tree stories to the 
information we collected, reminding us that there’s more to urban 
forestry than hard facts and measurements. The HNC plans to 
complete similar inventories in other Hamilton neighbourhoods 
in the future so that more communities will have the opportunity 


Giant White Oak at Haddon & Paisley Street, Westdale, with admirers, left to 
right, Kay ley Henning, Nicholas Schwetz and Jen Baker, 24 July 2014 - photo 
Giuliana Casimirri. 


grow into a 
iter movement 
appreciation for 
beautiful and 
valuable 


in forest. 



to learn about and improve their patch of urban forest. There is 
also hope that greater public interest may encourage the City of 
Hamilton to develop and implement an urban forest management 
plan, following in the 
footsteps of many 
other municipalities. 

If all goes well, 

TreesCount 2014 
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Report on the Monthly Meeting of May 2014 


Part 1 




The Return of Bald Eagles to Hamilton 

by Louise Unitt 


W hen our scheduled speaker at the May 12 HNC meeting, 
Dr. David Galbraith, was unavoidably delayed, Tys 
Theysmeyer, RBG’s Head of Natural Lands, stepped in to give a 
presentation on the state of the Bald Eagle population in Cootes 
Paradise. Because of its position at the top of the food web, the 
Bald Eagle is regarded as an indicator species, i.e., one whose 
health reflects the condition of the Great Lakes ecosystem as a 
whole. 

Tys led off with a local history of Bald Eagles, tracking their decline 


In 1973, the Bald Eagle was 
classified as “endangered” under 
the Endangered Species Act. 
According to the Southern Ontario 
Bald Eagle Monitoring Program 
Summary Report 2011, issued by 
Bird Studies Canada, “In 1980 the 
Ontario population experienced 
near complete reproductive 
failure.” 


Tys Theysmeyer, July 2013 > from 
the star.com - photo A/yshah 

When seeking out suitable habitat, Hasham. 

eagles have three things in mind: a fairly large patch of undisturbed 

mature forest for nesting, a sizable patch of woodland in which 


Visitors viewing the eagle family from Marsh Boardwalk, Cootes 
Paradise, 29 March 2013 - photo David Galbraith. 

to rest and shelter during the non-nesting season, and a large, 
healthy body of water as a source of food. A nest tree should be 
situated within half a kilometre of the birds hunting area and at 
least the same distance away from human activity. As for non¬ 
nesting habitat, experts recommend that a woodland consist of at 
least 260 hectares. Such undisturbed areas are, however, few and 
far between. 


Adult eagles on nest at Cootes Paradise as seen from the Marsh 
Boardwalk, April 2013 - photo David Galbraith. 

Well-known birder George North regularly recorded eagles in 
the area after 1930. However, from the 1940s onward, chemical 
contamination began to bring about population declines. 


View from nest constructed in 2009, Cootes Paradise, 21 March 2009. 
Rat Island at right - photo Kyie Esringham. 


Areas , published by Bob Curry and the Hamilton Naturalists 
Club, he referred to Thomas Mcllwraith’s reports in 1861 of a few 
Bald Eagles wintering around the shores of Hamilton Bay, and 
more commonly seen during other winters eating dead fish on 
the beach. The earliest declines were observed in the late 1800s, 
as a result of hunting and habitat loss. Mcllwraith described, 
“with some gusto and admiration,” hunters shooting eagles from 
the ice and John Dynes baiting them with strychnine. Attitudes 
had shifted by 1936, when E.A. Filman was convicted of shooting 
a Bald 


In order to provide Bald Eagles with a sufficient supply of fish, 
birds and other small mammals, a marsh should cover an area 
greater than 30 hectares. Until recent years, Cootes Paradise Marsh 
was in poor condition, chiefly because of sewage contamination 
and invasive fish. Westdale Inlet, situated on the south side of the 
marsh, used to experience more than 40 sewage overflows a year. 
Measures to control sewage effluent have led to the regeneration 
of marsh vegetation over the past decade, along with the return of 
fish and birds to the area. A series of photos tracked a significant 
increase in vegetative growth in the Westdale Inlet area of the 
marsh between 2004 and 2013. The marsh’s reed population has 
been boosted with plantings, which are doing well and expanding 
their coverage. Cootes Paradise Fishway, a two-way fishway and 
carp barrier, allows only desirable fish species into the marsh to 
spawn, while keeping out Common Carp. The marsh now has 
plenty of fish to meet the eagles’ needs. 

While sewage control, introduction of new aquatic plant life, and 
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efforts to limit invasive fish species are all seeing positive results, 
there is still work to be done. Tys, whose task it is to manage 
ecological restoration on RBG properties, noted that RBG 
continues its efforts to improve the quality of inflowing water 
and to restore natural water cycles. Replacing non-native species 
with keystone species such as cattails, wild rice and white water 



The eagle family - parents and two eaglets , Cootes Paradise, 20 July 2013 
photo Tys Theysmeyer. 


lilies should go a long way towards achieving this objective, 
thereby securing a healthy environment for the eagle population. 

Although Tys first spotted a Bald Eagle in Cootes Paradise in 
2004, it wasn’t until 2008 that a pair of juveniles stayed for the 
entire summer. In 2009, seeing this as a hopeful sign, RBG 
selected a 110-foot-tall White Pine with a sheltered vantage 
point and erected a nesting platform in its upper reaches. It takes 
a sturdy landing pad to accommodate a bird that weighs between 
8 and 14 pounds, with a 6 to 7 foot wing span. Well built though 
it was, the eagles ignored the constructed nest, opting instead to 
build their own in a nearby tree. No young resulted. 

In 2011, the pair built a nest in a solitary White Pine in the 
Hopkins Woods Special Protection Area, about 400 metres west 
of the Marsh Boardwalk platform. The site was suitably high but 
very windy. No young were produced, possibly because the male 
was too young to breed. Eagles do not attain maturity until the 
age of four or five. 

In 2012, the now fully mature couple decided to try their luck 
at the original RBG-built nest, which was much more sheltered 
than the site chosen by the pair the previous year. Mating activity 
was observed, but again no young resulted. At the time there was 
speculation that contaminants might be responsible. Among 
the varied nest contents were a carp skeleton and a plastic water 
bottle, but no evidence of eggs. 

Patience was eventually rewarded in 2013 when the pair returned 
to the constructed nest and produced two young that spring. 
Following a 35 day incubation period, the eaglets remained in 
the nest for 77 days. The survival rate of juveniles in their first 
year is variable. A typical life span in the wild is 20 years. The 
southern Ontario wild population appears to have a shortened 
life span of 12 years or less, possibly due to the persistence of 
pollutants in the food chain. The oldest known Bald Eagle was a 
captive bird that lived to be almost 50 years old. 

While the birth of the first eaglets in decades was cause for 


celebration in 2013, the same year saw the demise of a Bald 
Eagle named Olivia, who was found dead in Hopkins Woods 
Special Protection Area. As a young eaglet, Olivia had been 
fitted with a transmitter in 2004, as part of Bird Studies Canadas 
satellite tracking program. She was the first hatch-year eaglet 
from southern Ontario to be successfully tracked on a complete 
annual migration cycle. Her status had been unknown since her 
last transmission on March 2006, from northern Ohio. She died 
at nine years of age, having fledged two young, Sky and Hunter. 

In 2014, the eagles nested on yet another tree that rose 15 to 20 
feet above its neighbours. On April 10, Tys was able to photograph 
two eaglets on the nest. The most recent photo he showed us was 
taken on May 11, the day before his talk. By then the fast-growing 
youngsters were roughly adult size. A month later, in a June 14 
post to the Hamilton Birding email group, Cheryl Edgecombe 
reported that the RBG’s Bald Eaglets had fledged! 


Once a species or environment is damaged or lost, it takes a 
long time to bring about its recovery. For Tys, the moral of the 
story is not to lose it in the first place. RBG continues to work 



Eagle and nest, Cootes Paradise, 27 March 2014 - photo Andrea Court. 


towards the recovery of forest and wetland, and to safeguard the 
gains made so far. Efforts are ongoing to strike a better balance 
between visitor access and wild spaces. RBG is also promoting 
the importance of securing a protected natural area at the head 
of Lake Ontario. It is hoped that these actions to improve RBG 
property will ensure that the Bald Eagle will continue to live and 
breed there, and that the four eaglets born in the past two years will 
herald the establishment of a healthy and stable population. 


Wanted 

We are looking for Club members to help in the write-up of 
our Monthly Meetings for publication in the Wood Duck. 
Louise Unitt who has done this splendidly for about 12 
years, is stepping down. We are hoping to find a volunteer 
to fill Louises shoes which will not be easy. In the interim, 
we are hoping to get the meetings written up by committee. 
If you would be willing to write-up one meeting a year, that 
would be fantastic. The HNC has an excellent Publications 
Committee to help those who might like to write-up a 
meeting or two. Contact Wood Duck editor Bill Lamond if 
you would like to help out. 


Page 44 


The Wood Duck - October, 2014 















Member Profile - Kathleen Gardiner 


by Bill Lamond 

K athleen (Kate) Gardiner was born in Sault Ste. Marie in 
1968 to parents Denys and Sharon Gardiner. She was 
immersed in nature from her earliest memories as her parents 
were ardent birdwatchers. She was told that her first word was 
“bird” although that perhaps is more fiction than fact. She soon 
moved to Burlington when her dad became employed with the 
City of Burlington. Burlington is where she spent her next 19 
years. Growing up she loved her ballet and was incredibly fond of 
horseback riding which she did for six years at the Flamborough 
Equestrian Farm. She was schooled at Dr. Charles Best and also 
at Sir Ernest MacMillan elementary schools in Burlington and 
then at Lester B. Pearson High School. Kathleen remembers 
many family trips with her parents and brother Chris to mostly 
U.S. destinations, including Washington, D.C., Texas, Florida 
and Michigan. On these road trips, there were frequent visits to 
natural areas to satisfy her fathers birdwatching fixes, exposing 
Kate to nature, especially birds. However, birdwatching became 
entrenched in Kates life with her family’s annual trips to Point 
Pelee National Park for at least a week every spring. And she has 
continued this spring tradition at Point Pelee with her new family. 

Kathleen worked for the Hamilton Naturalists Cub in 1988 when 
she was employed as a summer student to work on the Peregrine 
Falcon “hack” at Mohawk College on Fennel Street in Hamilton. 
However, she also shared duties on the Hamilton Herpetofaunal 
Atlas project that was into its second year at that time. She then 
worked for two more years on the project in the summers of 1989 
(when her family moved to Brantford) and in 1990. Thereafter, she 
helped out on the Atlas project, volunteering here and there, until 
the “herp atlas” was published in 1994. Kathleen provided almost all 
of the photos for this publication. It was during her time working on 
the Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas that she met her future husband, 
Bill Lamond, and they were married in September of 1993. 

Kate attended the University of Guelph from 1989 until 1993 
when she graduated with a B.Sc. Honours in Toxicology. Finding 
jobs in her field was very tough at that time, and Kathleen had to 
settle for working as a quality control laboratory technician for 
two years at a detergent factory in Brantford. Although the pay 
was good, the continental shifts (night shifts at that!) were no way 
to lead a life especially when a family was being contemplated. 
Thus, Kathleen gave up this job with haste, shortly after she 
became pregnant with her first child. Sarah was born in 1996 
and her brother, Eric, followed 16 months later. Kathleen decided 
it would be best to raise the children as a stay-at-home mother. 
During this time, she delighted in raising her children, and she 
developed new interests becoming involved in the organization of 
a local mother s Take-a-Break Group and beginning her volunteer 
activities with Westfield Heritage Village near Rockton. She also 
took up the fight to ban lawn pesticides and sat on the Pesticide 
Review Committee for the City of Brantford from 2001-02. 

In 2004, Kate decided it was time for Sarah and Eric to see Canada. 
She packed up the kids and her beloved bichon, April, into the 



Kate Gardiner at Point Pelee, 8 May 2012 - photo Bill Lamond. 


Pontiac Sunbird and headed off for Vancouver on a three-week 
road trip. Her husband could not get three weeks off from work, 
so he had to fly to Calgary and meet them after they were a week 
into the trip. Her parents tried to talk her out of the trip thinking 
it was foolhardy for a mother and two young children to embark 
on a road-trip across the country, but she was not to be deterred. 
The following year she set out eastwards in a similar fashion to 
see the Maritime Provinces, this time, with her husband meeting 
them in Halifax. These two trips have provided great memories 
for everyone in the family. 

As the children got older, Kathleen decided it was time to head 
back into the workforce. She decided she would change careers 
as her interpretive work at Westfield had convinced her that 
she would like to become a teacher. She enrolled in teachers 
college at D’Youville College in Buffalo in 2004. That was an ideal 
arrangement for her, as the teacher certificate program was sort 
of a “three days on, four days off” type of program. This schedule 
allowed her to go home to Brantford to be with her family for 
most of the week while she was able to stay at her aunt’s place in 
Fort Erie while in school. The program at D’Youville was intense 
but short, allowing Kathleen to get her teaching certificate in 
eight months. She has been employed as a supply teacher with 
the Grand Erie District School Board ever since. Kate loves being 
a supply teacher as it gives her the freedom to work when and 
where she wants with no additional work after the school day is 
done. The summers off are kind of nice too. 

Kate became heavily involved with her kids sports activities. 
Both Eric and Sarah are avid soccer and hockey players, especially 
Sarah with her involvement in travelling hockey and soccer. Kate 
became the quintessential “soccer mom” as she ferried Sarah 
from town to town for games in all months of the year. In later 
years, Sarah dropped out of the travelling circuit and opted for 
house league soccer. Kate then became a house league soccer 
coach for three years (2011, 2013, and 2014) and in all three years 
her team won the league championship. She attributes these 
championships to her ability to coach and get the best out of her 
players. However, others question this and suggest that perhaps 
these championships might be due more to the fact that her 
daughter Sarah has been on all three teams. 
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Currently, Kate is very involved with Westfield Heritage Village, 
and she can often be found there in her pioneer garb at the 
Blacksmiths House, or the Lockhart Farm, or the Misener House 
on Sundays and holidays. Kate is also a very avid reader, and in 
her more active periods, she reads a book about every other week. 
Kate hates to miss the Brantford Film Group nights where this 
organization brings quality movies twice monthly to Brantford. 


(Noteworthy Birds Records - continued from page 35) 

Horned Lark: 40 at Fallsview Rd W of Sydenham Rd [HM] Mar 4 (SD), and 25 there 
Mar 8 (RD); 32 over Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton Mar 11 (LMa). 

Purple Martin: One at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Apr 6 * (CS); 10 at 10 th Rd E S 
of Ridge Rd [HM] Apr 24-May 13 (DL,GL; RD,DD,MM). 

Tree Swallow: One at LaSalle Marina Mar 29 * (CSc); two at Windermere Basin 
Mar 31 (BCh); 20 at Bronte Marsh Apr 5 (MJ); 30 at Dundas Sewage Treatment 
Plant [HM] Apr 8 (RD); 40 at CCIW Apr 29 (RD). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Confederation Park Apr 11 * (RD). 
Bank Swallow: One past Frances Ave & Green Rd Apr 13 * (BH); two past Sam 
Lawrence Park, Hamilton Apr 14 (LMa,JRe). 

Cliff Swallow: One at Bronte Apr 5 * (MJ); five at CCIW Apr 29-30 (RD). 

Barn Swallow: Three at Bronte Apr 5 * (MJ); 300 at CCIW Apr 25 & 250 Apr 30 (RD). 
Tufted Titmouse#: One at Confederation Park May 18 (CSc et al). 

Brown Creeper: One at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd Apr 7 F (GBs); five at 
Sedgewick Forest Park Apr 13 (CE,DD). 

House Wren: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 28 * (NPH). 

Winter Wren: Three at Shell Park (MJ) and two at Edgelake Park (RD,CE) Apr 

7 F; one SM at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Apr 8 (PS); 17 at Sedgewick Forest Park 
Apr 13 (CE,DD); one terr. pair at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 

Sedge Wren#: Up to eight terr. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 29*-31 (DPr,GRi; m.obs.). 
Marsh Wren#: One SM at Safari Rd Wetland May 19*-30 (RD,CE; m.obs.); one 
at Millgrove Loam Pits May 31 (JFo). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Mar 22 F (RD); 25 at 
Shell Park Apr 7 (MJ); 20 at Valens C.A. Apr 13 (RD). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Birds on Apr 13 2 -Sedgewick Forest Park (CE,DD), 

1 -Van Wagners Ponds (JRe), 1 -Shoreacres (RPr). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Shoreacres Apr 16 * (RD,CE); 10 at Fifty Point 
C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 

Eastern Bluebird: A pair at Governors Rd at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] Mar 9 F (BCo). 
Veery: One at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby May 7 * (PBa). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Two at Shell Park May 11 * (RD et al); one at City View 
Park, Burlington May 27 L (DF). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at Edgelake Park May 3 * (RPo); 10 at Fifty Point C.A. 
May 14 (RD et al). 

Hermit Thrush: One at Linwood Cres, Burlington [HL] Mar 12 (ES); one at Shell 
Park Apr 7 F (MJ); eight at Sedgewick Forest Park Apr 13 (CE,DD); one at Fifty 
Point C.A. May 14 L (RD et al). 

Wood Thrush: One at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby May 8 * (PBa). 

Gray Catbird: One at Sherwood Forest Park May 1 F (CE); 12 at Shell Park May 
12 (RD et al). 

Brown Thrasher: One SM at Clappisons Corners Wetland Apr 13 * (GBy,JH,RS); 
two at Sherwood Forest Park and one at Appleby Creek Apr 17 (CE). 

American Pipit: One past Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton Apr 14 * (LMa,JRe); 
birds on May 13: 1 -5 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd, 2 -Dofasco Trail & 10 th Rd E, 
3 -Green Mt Rd & 10 th Rd E (RD,DD,MM). 

Lapland Longspur#: Six at Allen Rd & Elm Tree Rd [NG] Mar 31 
(BC,MM,LMa); one at 8 th Rd E N of Green Mt Rd Apr 6 (RD), and one there 
Apr 18 L (RD,CE,DD). 

Snow Bunting: Birds at Fallsview Dr W of Sydenham Rd: 150 -Mar 4 (SD), 35 -Mar 

8 (RD), 6 -Mar 14 L (JRe); four at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 13 (LMa,LTe,JRe). 
Ovenbird: One at Beamer C.A. May 9 * (NPH); five at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 
Louisiana Waterthrush#: One at Ruthven Park Apr 11 * (PT et al); one SM at 
Artaban Rd, Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] Apr 20-on (RD; m.obs.), and two SM + one 
f. there Apr 23-24 (GN; RPr); one SM at McMaster Forest [HM] May 15 (RPr). 
Northern Waterthrush: One at Rattray Marsh Apr 26 * (RMa); three at Fifty 
Point C.A. May 14 (RD et all); 10 SM at Beverly Swamp [HM] May 19 (RD,CE). 
Golden-winged Warbler#: One at Stoney Creek Ravine [HM] May 7 * (HvB 


She is also an avid theatre goer, especially to the Stratford Festival. 
Since 1992, along with her husband and occasionally with her 
children, she has seen over 120 productions in Stratford. It is one 
of her favourite escapes to visit Stratford and to take in a play and 
the city itself. She has yet to decide if she will retire as a soccer 
coach. Perhaps. It would be good to go out on a high note! 45 


et al); one at City View Park, Burlington May 9 (DF); one f. at Bronte Woods 
[HL] May 11 (MM et al); one imm. m. at Confederation Park May 13 (RD). 
Blue-winged Warbler: Three SM at Berry Tract [HM] May 9 * (SD); one at 
Confederation Park (RD,DD,MM) and one at Rattray Marsh (JWa) May 13; 
one at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Bronte Rd & Rebecca St [HM] Apr 11 
* (GPr) was the third earliest record for the HSA; one at Beamer C.A. Apr 
22 (RS,JH,RSn); nine at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); one SM at 
Westover Rd N of Cone 8 May 25-31 (PS). 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Shell Park May 11 * (RD et al); 15 at 
Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 17 at Fifty Point C.A. May 
14 (RD et al); 25 at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. May 8 * (NPH); one 
at Woodland Cemetery May 12 (RD,DD); one at Fifty Point C.A. (RD 
et al.) and one at Blyth Cres, Oakville (JWa) May 14; one at Westdale 
Ravine May 15 (RD); one at Edgelake Park and one at Forty Mile Creek, 
Grimsby May 16 (RD,CE). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Confederation Park May 2 * (RD); 12 at 
Shell Park May 11 (RD et al). 

Connecticut Warbler#: One f. at Shoreacres May 22 * (CE,TF; m.obs.). 
Mourning Warbler#: One at Shoreacres May 13 * (DD); one at Shell 
Park May 14 (RC,GS; m.obs.); one m. at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD); 
one m. + one f. at Lakeside Park, Mississauga and one m. at Joshua 
Creek Trail, Oakville [HL] May 25 (RD et al). 

Common Yellowthroat: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 1 * 
(JHu); four at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 25 (RD et al). 

Hooded Warbler#: One m. at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby Apr 20 * (PBa); 
one at Erindale Park, Mississauga [PL] Apr 23 (RMa; DPr); one m. at Fifty 
Point C.A. May 13 (ATu); one m. at Bronte Bluffs Park (MJ; m.obs.) and 
one m. at Blyth Cres, Oakville (JWa) May 15; a terr. pair at Martins Rd, 
Dundas Valley C.A. May 16 (RD); one SM at Rattlesnake Point C.A. [HL] 
May 17 (DGr); one SM at Britannia Rd & Blind Line [HL] May 18 (RMu). 
American Redstart: One at Shell Park May 10 * (DD); 18 at Fifty Point 
C.A. May 14 (RD et al); 22 at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD). 

Cape May Warbler: One at Shoreacres (DD) and one f. at Shell Park 
(RD et al.) May 11 *; 13 at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 
two at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 21 L (JWa). 

Cerulean Warbler#: One m. at Shell Park May 11 * (MJa); one m. at 
Shoreacres May 12-14 (RPo; m.obs.) and one f. there May 14 (BMi et 
al); one m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); one f. at Shell Park 
May 14 (RC,GS; m.obs.); one f. at Edgelake Park May 18 (CSc et al); one 
SM at Cone 6 E of Middletown Rd [HM] May 21 (BW). 

Northern Parula: Two m. at Shell Park May 11 * (RD et al); seven at 
Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); eight at Westdale Ravine May 15 
(RD); one at Eramosa Karst C.A. May 25 L (LMa). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. May 8 * (NPH); 21 at 
Confederation Park and 19 at Dofasco Trail E of 10 th Rd E May 13 
(RD,DD,MM); 22 at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Birds on May 12 *: lm. -Edgelake Park, lm. -Van 
Wagners Ponds, lm. -Appleby Creek N of Lakeshore Rd [HL] (RD,DD). 
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Petro-Canada Park, Bronte May 2 * 
(GPr); 15 at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); 12 at Westdale Ravine 
May 15 (RD); one f. at Lakeside Park May 25 L (RD et al). 
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Yellow Warbler: One SM at Dundas Marsh Apr 30 * (BW); 25 at Van Wagners 
Ponds May 12 (RD,DD); 35 at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Petro-Canada Park, Bronte May 2 * 
(GPr); 13 at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 22 at Fifty Point 
C.A. May 14 (RD etal). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One m. at Woodland Cemetery May 12 * (RD,DD); 
one m. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 31 (RD,CE,DD). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Iroquoia Heights C.A. [HM] May 
7 * (WB,FB); 13 at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); 12 at Forty Mile 
Creek, Grimsby May 16 (RD,CE); one f. at Lakeside Park, Mississauga 
May 25 L (RD et al). 

Palm Warbler: One “eastern” (Yellow) hypochrysea at Shoreacres Apr 14*- 


17 (RPo; m.obs.) was record early for the HSA; one “eastern” hypochrysea 
at Confederation Park Apr 27 (RD,CE,DD); 11 at Confederation Park 
May 13 (RD,DD,MM); nine at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 



"Yellow" Palm Warbler at Shoreacres Park; 17 April 2014 - photo Mike Ve/tri. 


Pine Warbler: One SM at LaSalle Park Apr 12 * (RD et al), and three SM 
there Apr 23-May 14 (RD); birds on Apr 13: lm. -Middletown Marsh 
[HM] (BC), 2m. -Valens C.A. (RD), 2 -Sedgewick Forest Park (CE,DD). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Two at Edgelake Park (CE,TF) and one 
at Shoreacres (CS) Apr 10 F; 24 at Confederation Park May 2 (RD); 38 
at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 46 at Fifty Point C.A. May 
14 (RD et al); 35 at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby May 16 (RD,CE); one at 
Frances Ave & Green Rd May 25 L (BH). 

Prairie Warbler#: One m. at Shell Park May 11 * (AD; m.obs.); one f. at Fifty Point 
C.A. May 14 (MM et al); one at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 14 (JWaJLs). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 1 * 
(JHu); 11 at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); one at Lakeside Park, 
Mississauga and one m. at Joshua Creek Trail, Oakville [HL] May 25 L (RD et al). 
Canada Warbler: One f. at Shoreacres May 13 * (RPo); one m. at Lakeside 
Park, Mississauga May 25 L (RD et al.). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at City View Park, Burlington May 9 * (DF); 
four at Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); four at Lakeside Park, 
Mississauga and three at Joshua Creek Trail, Oakville May 25 (RD et al); 
two at Shoreacres May 26 L (RD,CE). 

Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Lakeside Park, Mississauga May 16 * (JWa). 
Eastern Towhee: One m. at Sawmill Rd W of Shaver Rd Mar 1 (GBs) was 
present at a neighbours feeder through Jan-Feb; one at Beamer C.A. Apr 6 
F (NPH); two SM at Kerncliff Park, Burlington Apr 8 (LMaJRe); three at 
Sedgewick Forest Park Apr 13 (CE,DD). 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Sherwood Forest Park Apr 24 (CE); one at 
Middletown Marsh May 5 L (BC). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Blyth Cres, Oakville Apr 2 * (JWa). 
Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Confederation Park May 2 * (PBa); one 
at Rockton Sparrow Field [HM] May 10 (JFo); one SM at City View Park, 
Burlington May 11-26 (DF; m.obs.); two SM at Cone 6 W of Valens Rd [HM] 
May 19 (RD,CE); two SM at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 31 (RD,CE,DD). 
Field Sparrow: One at Shell Park Apr 7 * (MJ). 

Vesper Sparrow: Birds on Apr 18 *: ISM -Green Mt Rd E of 6 th Rd E, 2SM 
-Highland Rd W of 6 th Rd E [HM], ISM -11 th Rd E S of Mud St [HM] 
(RD,CE,DD); one at Windermere Basin Apr 20 (RD). 


Savannah Sparrow: Three at City View Park, Burlington Apr 12 * (RD et al). 
Grasshopper Sparrow#: One at City View Park, Burlington May 3 * (DF); two SM at 
Cone 6 W of Westover Rd and four SM at Cone 6 W of Valens Rd May 19 (RD); two SM 
at Fletcher Creek Ecological Preserve May 19 (RPr); three SM at Grand River, Hardy 
Rd May 25 (BL et al); three SM at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 31 (RD,CE,DD). 


Fox Sparrow: Birds on Apr 7 F: 1 -Beamer C.A. (NPH), 1 -Edgelake Park 
(RD,CE), 2 -Shell Park (MJ), 1 -South Shell Waterfront Park (DD), 1 -Limerick 
Rd, Burlington [HL] (AMC); four at Sherwood Forest Park Apr 21 (RD,CE). 
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Fox Sparrow at Shoreacres Park , 11 April 2014 - photo Joanne Redwood. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Powerline Rd & Paddy Greene Rd May 8 * (RPr). 
Swamp Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. (NPH) and one at Shell Park (MJ) Apr 7 F. 
White-throated Sparrow: One at Sunrise Cres, Dundas Apr 15 F (RD); 40 at 
Shoreacres Apr 30-May 1 (RD,CE; AMC). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Limerick Rd, Burlington May 1 F (AMC); 
three at Shell Park May 11 L (RD et al). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 30 at Edgelake Park Apr 7 (RD,CE); one at Oakville May 13 
(TMi); one at Lowville Park [HL] May 14 L (BO). 

Summer Tanager#: One f. at Forty Mile Creek, Grimsby May 16 * (RD,CE). 
Scarlet Tanager: One at Patterson Rd at Berry Tract May 9 * (SD); 10 at 
Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD); one SM at Eramosa Karst C.A. May 25 (LMa). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Spencer Creek Woods May 2 * (RS); 11 at 
Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 17 at Westdale Ravine May 15 (RD). 
Indigo Bunting: Five at City View Park, Burlington May 9 * (DF); 12 at Fifty 
Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al). 

Bobolink: One at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail May 6 * (LM); 12 at Christie C.A. 
May 11 (RPr); eight at Dofasco Trail W of 11 th Rd E May 13 (RD,DD,MM); 12 at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 31 (RD,CE,DD). 

Red-winged Blackbird: One at Verhoeven Rd, Burlington [HL] Mar 5 F (DD). 
Eastern Meadowlark: One at 10 th Rd E & Dofasco Trail Mar 21 (RPo; PT); five at 
McMaster Forest Mar 22 (RPr); two at Gates of Heaven Cemetery [HL] Mar 23 (RD; DD). 
Rusty Blackbird: One at Green Mt Rd W of 5 th Rd E [HM] Mar 21 * (PT); four 
at Rock Chapel Golf Course Mar 26 (DD); 10 at Middletown Rd N of Cone 5 
Apr 13 (RD); seven past Sam Lawrence Park, Hamilton Apr 14 (LMaJRe); 10 at 
Petro-Canada Park, Southdown Rd [PL] May 1 (JWa); four at Beamer C.A. May 
3 and one there May 8 L (NPH); two at Dofasco Trail E of 10 th Rd E May 4 (RPr). 
Common Grackle: Three at QEW & Fruitland Rd [HM] Mar 9 * (GN); five at 
Hwy 403 & Hwy 6 [HL] Mar 10 (BL). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One m. near Victoria Park, Hamilton [HM] Mar 12 F (BCo). 
Orchard Oriole#: One 1 st alt. m. at City View Park, Burlington May 12 * (DF); two 
ad. m. + two 1 st alt. m. + one f. at Fifty Point C.A. May 14 (RD et al); one m. at 
Roseland Creek, Burlington [HL] May 14 (RC,GS); one m. at Shoreacres May 14 
(SCh); one 1 st alt. m. at Princess Point May 16 (BW); one at Witherspoon St, Dundas 
[HM] May 18 (LDu); one at Confederation Park May 18 (CSc et al), and one m. + 
one f. there May 21 (KWi,AWi); one at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 18 (PSc et al); 
one m. at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 24 (JHu); two m. at Grand River near 
Hardy Rd May 25 (BL et al.); one 1 st alt. at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 30 (BCo). 
Baltimore Oriole: One at Spencer Creek Woods May 3 * (RPr); 15 at 
Confederation Park May 13 (RD,DD,MM). 

Purple Finch: Up to four at Westover Rd N of Cone 8 Mar 20-Apr 20 (PS); one f. at 
Deer Run Ct, N of Paris Mar 1-5 (GSi); one f. at Middletown Marsh Apr 7-11 (BC); one 
m. at Linwood Cres, Burlington Apr 7 (ES); one f. at Beamer C.A. May 11 L (NPH). 
Pine Siskin: Two at Beamer C.A. May 11 * (NPH). 

Please send your bird records for Jun-Jul 2014 by Oct 10 to: Rob 
Dobos, 21 Sunrise Cres., Dundas, Ont., L9H 3S1; ph: (905) 628-0297; 
e-mail: rdobos@cogeco.ca 


















Renew Your Membership ! 

Please remember that our membership year runs from September 1 st through August 31 st . It is important to renew 
as soon as possible for the 2014-2015 year to ensure you do not miss any issues of the Wood Duck. If you have not 
renewed by the beginning of November, then unfortunately the November issue will be your last. Renewals can be 
made electronically through PayPal via our website, by mail, or in person at any of our Monthly Meetings. 

A critically important part of our mandate is to help preserve the natural environment and we do this by being a 
strong voice for nature at various government levels. In order for our Club to exert real pressure on such issues, it is 
very important to demonstrate that we represent a large and dedicated group of local citizens. To that end we need 
you! Your membership in our Club and your donations, give us the clout and the resources to provide strong and 

valued representation. 

from Membership Director ; Maggie Sims 
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Juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger at 
VanWagners Beach on 23 August2014 
photo Barry Cherriere. 
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Return undeliverable Canadian Addresses to: 
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
Westdale P.O. Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON L8S 4R5 
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